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TTiis little Manual is intended for the use ofthose^ to 
whom have come hours of sorrow and mourning for 
those they have loved and lost. 

It consists of the Office for the Burial of the Dead 
with explanatory Chapters and a few Notes and 
References. 

To these I have added a small collection of Prayers 
and Devotions^ andofsuchfamiliarHymnsas appeared 
fitted to sustain and soothe the hearts of the bereaved. 

If this little Manual, itself composed in a time of 
much sorrow^ shall succeed in leading any to a better 
appreciation of the words of consolation, which our 
Church has provided to be used at the burial of her 
children, my object will have been more than realised. 



DOLWYDDBLBN, N. WaLKS. 
August, 1874. 
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JJf/^^0 '"ly* '^ tfidovfs hfart must breaks 
VV Ttu childUss mother sinkf— 
A kinder, truer voice I hear^ 
Which even beside that mournful bier 
Whence parents eyes would hopeless shrink, 

Bids weep no more — O heart ber^ft^ 

Haw strange^ to thee, that sound! 
A widow o*er her only son. 
Feeling more bitterly alone 

For friends that press joifficious round. 

Yet is the voice of comfort heard. 
For Christ hath touched the bier— 

The bearers wait with wondering eye. 

The swelling bosom dares not sigh, 
But all is still, *twixt hope and fear. 

Thb Christian Ybar. 
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I. 



cfjf mtit. 



for t^e 



II. 

meeting the Corpse at the 
entrance of the Church' 
yardy and going before it, 
either into the Church, or 
towards the grave, shall 
say, or sing, 

I AM the resurrection 
and the life, saith the 
Lord: he that believeth 
in me, though he were 
dead, yet shall he live : 
and whosoever liveth and 
believethin me shall never 
die, Sf, y^An xi. 35, a6. 



I KNOW that ray Re- 
deemer liveth, and 
that he shall stand at the 
latter day upon the earth. 
And though after my skin 
worms destroy this body, 
yet in my flesh shall I see 
God: whom I shall see 
for myself, and mine eyes 
shall behold, and not an- 
other. Job xix. «5, «6, 

WE brought nothing 
into this world, 
and it is certain we can 
carry nothing out. The 
Lord gave, and the Lord 
hath taken 3ln?«^ \\}w^ss«^' 
be the "Naiofc oi VJaa \jsi^« 
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A 



^ After tJiey are come into 
tJie Church, shall be read 
one or both of these Psalms 
following. 

III. 

Dixit Custodiam, 
Psalm xxxix. 

I SAID, I wUl take 
heed to my ways : 
that I offend not in my 
tongue. 

I will keep my mouth 
as it were with a bridle : 
while the ungodly is in 
my sight 

I held my tongue, and 
spake nothing : I kept 
silence, yea, even from 
good words; but it was 
pain and grief to me. 

My heart was hot within 
me, and while I was thus 
musing the fire kindled : 
and at the last I spake 
with my tongue ; 

Lord, let me know mine 
end, and the number of 
my days : that I may be 
certified how long I have 
to live. 

Behold, thou hast made 

my days as it were a span 

long : and mine s^e is 

^ven as nothing in respect 

of thee; and verily every 



man living is altogether 
vanity. 

For man walketh in a 
vain shadow, and dis- 
quieteth himself in vain : 
he heapeth up riches, and 
cannot tell who shall ga- 
ther them. 

And now, Lord, what 
is my hope : truly my 
hope is even in thee. 

Deliver me from all 
mine offences : and make 
me not a rebuke unto the 
foolish. 

I became dumb, and 
opened not my mouth : 
for it was thy doing. 

Take thy plague away 
from me : I am even con- 
sumed by means of thy 
heavy hand. 

When thou with re- 
bukes dost chasten man 
for sin, thou makest his 
beauty to consume away, 
like as it were a moth 
fretting a garment : every 
man therefore isbut vanity. 

Hear my prayer, O 
Lord, and with thine ears 
consider my calling : hold 
not thy peace at my tears. 

For I am a stranger 
with thee : and a so- 
journer, as all my fathers 
were. 



\ 
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that I may recover my 
strength : before I go 
hence, and be no more 
seen. 

Glory be to the Father, 
and to the Son : and to 
the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the b^[in- 
ning, is now, and ever 
shaU be : world without 
end. Amen. 

Domine^ refugium. 

Psalm xc 

LORD, thou hast been 
^ our refuge : from 
one generation to another. 

Before the mountains 
were brought forth, or 
ever the earth and the 
world were made : thou 
art God from everlasting, 
and world without end. 

Thou tumest man to 
destruction : again thou 
sayest. Come again, ye 
children of men. 

For a thousand years 
in thy sight are but as 
yesteraay : seeing that is 
past as a watch in the 
night. 

As soon as thou scat- 
terest them, they are even 
as a sleep : and fade away 
suddenly like the grass. 

yin the morning it is 
green, and groweuk up : 



IS 



but in the evening it 
cut down, dried up, and 
withered. 

For we consume away 
in thy displeasure : and 
are afraid at thy wrathful 
indignation. 

Thou hast set our mis- 
deeds before thee : and 
our secret sins in the light 
of thy countenance. 

For when thou art 
angry all our days are 
gone : we bring our years 
to an end, as it were a 
tale that is told. 

The days of our age 
are threescore years and 
ten; and though men be 
so strong, that they come 
to fourscore years : yet is 
their strength then but 
labour and sorrow; so 
soon passeth it away, and 
we are gone. 

But who regardeth the 
power of thy wrath : for 
even thereafter as a man 
feareth, so is thy displea- 
sure. 

O teach us to number 
our days : that we may 
apply our hearts unto 
wisdom. 

Turn thee again, O 
Lord, at ^<t\as\. \ «Si^\5fc 
graciovLS ^mdXo ^Ckj ^«t 
vaats. 
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O satisfy us with thy 
mercy, and that soon : so 
shall we rejoice and be 
glad all the days of our 
life. 

Comfort us again now 
afler the time that thou 
hast plagued us : smd for 
the years wherein we have 
suffered adversity. 

Shew thy servants thy 
work : and their children 
thy glory. 

And the glorious Ma- 
jesty of the Lord our God 
be upon us : prosper thou 
the work of our hands 
upon us, O prosper thou 
our handy-work. 

Glory be to the Father, 
and to the Son : and to 
the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the b^;in- 
ning, is now, and ever 
shall be : world without 
end. Amen. 

^ TJien shall follow the Les- 
son taken out of th^ fifteenth 
Chapter of the former E- 
pistle of St. Paul to the 
Corinthiatts. 



In. 



IV. 

W^t iUs0on. 

I Cor. XV. 20. 
OW is Christ risen 



from the dead, and 



become the first-fruits of 
them that slept. For 
since by man came deaths 
by man came also the re- 
surrection of the dead. 
For as in Adam all die» 
even so in Christ shall 
all be made alive. But 
every man in his own 
order : Christ the first- 
fruits ; afterward they 
that are Christ's, at his 
coming. Then cometh 
the end, when he shall 
have delivered up the 
kingdom to God, even 
the Father; when he 
shall have put down all 
rule, and all authority, 
and power. For he must 
reign, till he hath put all 
enemies under his feet. 
The last enemy that shall 
be destroyed is death. 
For he hath put all things 
under his feet. But when 
he saith, all things are 
ut under him, it is mani- 
est that he is excepted, 
which did put all things 
under him. And when 
all things shall be sub- 
dued unto him, then shall 
the Son also himself be 
subject unto him that put 
all things under him, mat 
God ma^ Vjft iS\ vtv ^\, \ 
Else vfViaV s\vaX!l ^^-^ ^ck\ 



I 



9^ 



THE BURIAL OF THE DEAD. 17 



/ 



which are baptized for 
the dead, if the dead rise 
not at all? Why are they 
then baptized for the 
dead? and why stand we 
in jeopardy every hour? 
I protest by your rejoic- 
ing, which I have in 
Christ Jesus our Lord, 
I die daily. If after the 
manner of men I have 
fought with beasts at 
Ephesus, what advanta- 
geth it me, if the dead 
rise not? Let us eat and 
drink, for to-morrow we 
die. Be not deceived : 
evil communications cor- 
rupt good manners. A- 
wake to righteousness, and 
sin not; for some have 
not the knowledge of 
God. I speak this to 
your shame. But some 
man will say. How are 
the dead raised up? and 
with what body do they 
come? Thou fool, that 
which thou sowest is not 
quickened, except it die. 
And that which thou 
sowest, thou sowest not 
that body that shall be, 
but bare grain, it may 
chance of wheat, or of 
some other grain : But 
Godgiveth it a body, as 
it hatb pleased hhn, and \ 



to every seed his own 
body. All flesh is not 
the same flesh ; but there 
is one kind of flesh of 
men, another flesh of 
beasts, another of fishes, 
and another of birds. 
There are also celestial 
bodies, and bodies ter- 
restrial; but the glory of 
the celestial is one, and 
the glory of the terrestrial 
is another. There is one 
glory of the sun, and ano- 
ther glory of the moon, 
and another glory of the 
stars ; for one star differ- 
eth from another star in 
glory. So also is the re- 
surrection of the dead: 
It is sown in corruption ; 
it is raised in incomip- 
tion: It is sown in dis- 
honour; it is raised in 
gloiy : It is sown in 
weakness; it is raised in 
power : It is sown a natu- 
ral body ; it is raised a 
spiritual body. There is 
a natural body, and there 
is a spiritual body. And 
so it is written, The first 
man Adam was made a 
living soul ; the last Adam 
was made a quicken- 
ing spirit. "Wcs^\»€\\.> ^-a^^ 
was TvoV. ^T^t. "^^'^^.'^V > 
spixitua\, WX. >Cq».\. ^^^ 
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is natural ; and afterward 
that which is spiritual. 
The first man is of the 
earth, earthy : the second 
man is the Lord from 
heaven. As is the earthy, 
such are they that are 
earthy : and as is the hea- 
venly, such are they also 
that are heavenly. And 
as we have borne the 
image of the earthy, we 
shall also bear the image 
of the heavenly. Now 
this I say, brethren, that 
flesh and blood cannot 
inherit the kingdom of 
God ; neither doth cor- 
ruption inherit incorrup- 
tion. Behold, I shew 
you a mystery : We shall 
not all sleep, but we shall 
all be changed, in a mo- 
ment, in the twinkling of 
an eye, at the last trump, 
(for the trumpet shall 
sound, and the dead shall 
be raised incorruptible, 
and we shall be changed.) 
For this corruptible must 
put on incorruption, and 
this mortal must put on 
immortality. So when 
I this corruptible shall have 
J put on incorruption, and 
UA/s mortal shall have put 
^onimmortality; then shall 
fbe brought to pass the 



saying that is written. 
Death is swallowed up in 
victory. O death, where 
is thy sting? O grave, 
where is thy victory? The 
sting of death is sin, and 
the strength of sin is the 
law. But thanks be to 
God, which giveth us the 
victory through our Lord 
Jesus Christ Therefore, 
my beloved brethren, be 
ye stedfast, unmoveable, 
always abounding in the 
work of the Lord, foras- 
much as ye know that 
your labour is not in vain 
in the Lord. 

V. 

(S^e^ntfiemsat tf)e ®tabe^ 
anti tfje Commentiatton. 

^ When they come to the 
Grave, white the Corpse is 
made ready to be laid into 
the earth, the Priest shall 
say, or the Priest and Clerks 
shall sing I 

MAN that is bom of 
a woman hath but 
a short time to live, and 
is full of misery. He 
cometh up, and is cut 
down, like a flower; he 
fleeth as it were a shadow, 
and never coT>\i!av\3Le"0tv m 
I one stay. 
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In the midst of life we 
are in death : of whom 
may we seek for succour, 
but of thee, O Lord, who 
for our sins art justly dis- 
pleased? 

Yet, O Lord God most 
holy, O Lord most migh- 
ty, O holy and most mer- 
ciful Saviour, deliver us 
not into the bitter pains 
of eternal death. 

Thou knowest. Lord, 
the secrets of our hearts; 
shut not thy merciful ears 
to our prayers ; but spare 
us, Lord most holy, O 
God most mighty, Oholy 
and merciful Saviour, 
thou most worthy Judge 
eternal, suffer us not, at 
our last hour, for any 
pains of death, to fall 
from thee. 

•5 Thetit while the earth shall 
be east tipcn the Body by 
some standing by, the Priest 
shall say i 

FORASMUCH as it 
hath pleased Al- 
mighty God of his great 
mercy to take unto him- 
self the soul of our dear 
hrfitA^here departed, we 
/therefore commit his body 
I to the PTOund • /»orf>i f/x 



to the ground; earth to 



earth, ashes to ashes, dust 
to dust; in sure and cer- 
tain hope of the Resur- 
rection to eternal life, 
through our Lord Jesus 
Christ ; who shall change 
our vile body, that it may 
be like unto his glorious 
body, according to the 
mighty working, whereby 
he is able to subdue all 
things to himself. 

VL 

(B^e IJoice from ^caben. 

T Then shall be said orsung^ 

I HEARD a voice from 
heaven, saying unto 
me. Write, From hence- 
forth blessed are the dead 
which die in the Lord : 
even so saith the Spirit; 
for they rest from their 
labours. 

VIL 

SSenetitctton. 

II Then the Priest sJiall say 

Lord, have mercy upon 
us. 

Christy have mvrcy \i^- 
on us. 

Lord, "VvaN^ metc^ nj^^*^ 

us. ^ 

■ "5;—^ 
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OUR Father, which 
art in heaven, Hal- 
lowed be thy Name. Thy 
kingdom come. Thy will 
be done in earth. As it is 
in heaven. Give us this 
day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, 
As we forgive them that 
trespass against us. And 
lead us not into tempta- 
tion ; But deliver us from 
evil. Amen. 

Priest. 

ALMIGHTY God, 
^ with whom do live 
the spirits of them that 
depart hence in the Lord, 
and with whom the souls 
of the faithful, after they 
are delivered from the 
burden of the flesh, are 
in joy and felicity; We 
give th^e hearty thanks, 
for that it hath pleased 
thee to deliver this our 
brother out of the miseries 
of this sinful world ; be- 
seeching thee, that it may 
please thee, of thy graci- 
ous goodness, shortly to 
accomplish the number of 
thine elect, and to hasten 
thy kingdom ; that we, 
with all those that are de- 
jparted in the true faith of 
yholyNaitie, may have 



our perfect consummation 
and bliss, both in body 
and soul, in thy eternal 
and everlasting glory ; 
through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen, 

The Collect. 

O MERCIFUL God, 
the Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who 
is the resurrection and 
the life ; in whom whoso- 
ever believeth shall live, 
though he die ; and who- 
soever liveth, and believ- 
eth in him, shall not die 
eternally; who also hath 
taught us (by his holy 
Apostle Saint Paul) not 
to be sorry, as men with- 
out hope, for them that 
sleep in him ; We meek- 
ly beseech thee, O Fa- 
ther, to raise us from the 
death of sin unto the life 
of righteousness ; that, 
when we shall depart this 
life, we may rest in him, 
as our hope is this our 
brother doth ; and that, at 
the general Resurrection 
in the last day, we may 
be found acceptable in 
thy sight ; and receive 
that blessing, which thy 
well-be\o\ed ^oi^. ^-aS^ 
I then pionouiis:^ \.o i3CL 
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that love and fear thee, 
saying, Come, ye blessed 
children of my Father, 
receive the kingdom pre- 
pared for you from the 
beginning of the world: 
Grant this, we beseech 
thee, O merciful Father, 
through Jesus Christ, our 



Mediator and Redeemer. 

THE grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and the 
love of God, and the fel- 
lowship of the Holy 
Ghost, be with us all 
evermore. Amen, 



►H- 
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A fid so tJie Word had breath and wrought 
With human hands the creed of creeds 
In loveliness of perfect deeds. 

More strong than all poetic thought; 

Which he may read who binds tJte sheaf 
Or builds the house, or digs the grave. 
And those wild eyes that watch the toave. 

In roarings round the coral reef 

Tennyson's In Memortam 
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CHAPTER I. 
^t ZitU* 

THE ORDER FOR THE BURIAL 
OF THE DEAD. 

Aftd that He was buried. 

I Cor. XV. 4. 

Still He slept, from Head to Feet 
Shrouded in the winding-sheet ; 
Lying in the rock alone. 
Hidden by the sealed stone. 




ND that He was buried/ 
These words occur in a Chapter 
which has sounded in the ears 
of ten thousand times ten thou- 
sand Christian mourners like music from 
another world. 

2. As we read the Chapter, we almost feel 
ourselves in the early twilight of the Christian 
dawn. Thirty years at the most, twenty 
years at the least, have elapsed since the 
events of which it speaks. From his humble 
lodging in the great city of Ephesus, the Apostle 

St Paul is writing to the Church of Corinth, 

^ —. — i 
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and is reminding its members of the Glad Tid- 
ings which he had proclaimed, and of the his- 
torical facts which he had announced to them 
respecting the Death, the Burial, and the 
Resurrection of our Lord. 

3. In this earliest known specimen of what 
may be called the Creed of the Apostolic 
Church, the Burial of the Saviour held a dis- 
tinct place. Among the very first things which 
the Apostle had told the Corinthians, and which 
he himself had received by direct revelation, 
was this : — that the Lord of Glory not only died 
according to the Scriptures, but also that He 
was buried^; that He was laid by human hands 
in a human sepulchre; and that out of that 
sepulchre He was raised up, and lives to die 
no more. 

4. St Paul thus carries back our thoughts 
to the most awful, and yet the most blessed 
evening, that the world ever saw, when the true 
Paschal Lamb offered up Himself on the Altar 
of His Cross "for us men and for our salvation." 
// was finished'^ I All that human malice could 
invent, all that human cruelty could inflict, had 
been endured. The Sacrifice was offered. The 
Atonement was complete. The Holy One ^<zz/^ 

X Cor. XV. 4, * 3^^' ^^« 3P* 



up the gkost^ and yielded up His Spirit into 
His Father's Hand. 

5. But the Cross was the very instrument 
of His triumph. From the Tree He began to 
reign. Having been lifted up, He began to 
draw all men unto Him\ The soldiers en- 
trusted with the duty had scarcely broken the 
legs, and removed the bodies of the two male- 
factors who had suffered with Him, when Joseph 
of Arimathaea and Nicodemus^ appeared upon 
the scene, to testify before all men their love for 
Him, Who spake as never man spake. 

6. The one had gone to the Roman gover- 
nor and begged the Body of Jesus^ and had 
purchased fine linen^ in which to enshroud It. 
The other had bought a mixture of myrrh 
and aloesy about an hundred-pound weight^* 
Together they now took the Holy Body, 
wrapped the Head in a white napkin^, and 
rolled the fine linen, richly spread with spices, 
round the wounded Limbs. Hard by the place 
of crucifixion was a garden belonging to Joseph 
of Arimathaea, and in it was a new tomb, which 
he had caused to be hewn out of the solid rock, 
probably that he might be buried there in the 
near precincts of the Holy City. But novf \ix 



1 Lie xxiii. 46. 4 Mk. XV. ^^. 

x\x. 'i<). 
In. XX. 7« 



i Lk. xxm. 46. 4 Mk. 

/ '/a. xii 32, 6 Jxv. 

/ 'MJc xr. 43; Jn, xix. 39. « "Ju. 
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his great love he freely gave up to Another 
the last home which he had designed for him- 
self, and thither the two reverently bore the 
Sacred Body, and laid It in Its rocky tomb. 

7. All that they would have done they could 
not do, for there was need of haste, zxA the 
Sabbath drew on\ But all that they could 
do, they did ; and then, rolling a g^eat stone 
to the entrance, they departed, followed by 
Mary of Magdala and the other women*, 
whom a love stronger than death had drawn to 
watch the place where human hands had laid 
their Friend, their Teacher, and their Lord. 

8. Thus, as the Apostle says, the Lord of 
Glory was buried. Thus during Friday night, 
Saturday and Saturday night. He lay, sur- 
rounded by all the mystery of death. 

Hidden by the sealid stone. 

9. Who was buried? Even the Ever-blessed 
Son of God. Even He, ^ Whom all things 
were made, and without Whom was not any- 
thing made that was made\ from the Paschal 
Moon then shining at the full amidst a host of 
stars, each star differing from another star in 
glory\ to the humblest flower of the field. He 
was buried, in Whom lives the whole universe 

1 Lk. xxiii. 54. • Jn. i. 2, 3. 

' Mk. XV. 47; Lk. xxiil 55. ^ z Cor. xv. 41. 
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of worlds, Who remaining Very God of Very 
God had enshrined in a human frame all that 
glory, purity, perfection and power, of which 
the Godhead could not be emptied. 

10. If this was so, can we wonder that from 
the earliest ages the Christian Church has 
treated her dead with a special reverence? 
Was it possible that she could fail to care for 
the bodies of those, who while alive had been 
members of Christ and temples of the Holy 
Ghostly and whom death did not separate from 
the love of God unto Whom all live\ or from 
the love of Christ, in Whom they had faljien 

'asleep ? Was it possible she could treat other- 
wise than with reverence and affection the 
bodies of those, whom her Lord had purchased 
for Himself with His Own Blood, and called to 
h^ partakers of the Divine Nature^? 

11. Believing in the Burial of her Lord, 
and in His triumphant Resurrection, the early 
Christians, instead of consuming the bodies of 
their brethren by fire, committed them to the 
grave*. Following the custom of the Jews^, 
and the example of Abraham and the patri- 
archs, they were no less solicitous for the reve- 

^ 1 Cor. iii. i6, 17 ; vl, 19 ; < Guericke's Antiq. p. 275. 

Ik Cor. vi. 16. * Comp. Gen. xxiii. 3 — x6 ; 

* Lk. XX. 38. xlix. 29—31 ; 1. 5 ; Jos. xxiv. 

• a Pet. i. 4. 32 ; Acts viv. j^i 16. 
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rent burial, out of their sight, of those whom 
they had known and loved. Pestilence could 
not prevent them, persecution could not deter 
them from shewing their love for those whom 
their Lord had called unto Himself, and the 
very heathen were moved by the spectacle of 
their heroic care for their departed friends^. 

1 2. Restraining immoderate grief, and sor- 
roxving not as men who had no hope\ they 
committed their brethren to the grave in faith 
and hope. Not merely words of prayer, but 
hymns of praise and thanksgiving 3, accom- 
panied their funerals. St Jerome tells us* that 
at the funeral of Fabiola the "Psalms were 
chanted, and the echoes of the Halleluias shook 
the golden roof of the church." St Augustine 
writes^ that at the funeral of his mother 
Monica, Euodias took the Psalter and began 
to chant a psalm, to which all present replied, 
My song shall be of mercy and judgments unto 
Thee J O Lord, will I sing, 

13. And even thus, with prayer and psalms 
and thanksgiving, the English Church has 
constructed her Office for the Burial of the 

1 Bingham, Aniiq. viii. p. in E^. ad Heb. 
t3j; Gucricke, p. 275. 4 Hieron. Epitaph. Fabiol. 

« X Thess. IV. 13. cap. iv. Comp. EMtaph, 

^^CffHsHtut. Aposiol. vi. 30 ; PauUe, Ep. xxiii. 

't; S. ChxysoM,I/om, ir. » S. Aug. Con/ess. xii. 31. 
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Dead. In a spirit of humble faith and meek 
thankfulness and broad charity, she commends 
to the care of Almighty God the bodies and 
souls of her children ^ In two of the Catholic 
Creeds she teaches them in their lifetime to 
avow their belief that her Risen and Ascended 
Lord not only died, but was buried. And 
when they come to be laid to rest, whether 
vm the stately cathedral, or the village church- 
yard, or beneath the billows of the ocean 2, she 
commits them to Him, from Whose Love nei- 
ther death^ nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, 
nor powers, nor things present, nor things to 
come, can separate them, even the Love of God 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord^. 

1 See Keble's Letters of * %t.^ Forms of Prayer to he 
Spiritual Counsel^ p. 233. used at Sea. 

» Rom. viii. 38, 35. 



CHAPTER II. 

THE ORDER FOR THE BURIAL 
OF THE DEAD. 

(S^e ^processional ^ntj^cms* 

£^cn stick an awful soothing calm 

We sometimes see alight 
On Christian motirners^ while they wait 
In silence by some churchyard gate 

Their summons to the holy rite. 

The Christian Year. 




'• fcHHIHE Office for the Burial of the 
Dead may be divided into two 
parts. The first part, or the Ser- 
vice in Church, consists of (i) 
The Processional Anthems ; (ii) The Psalms; 
and (iii) The Lesson. The second part, or the 
Service at the Grave, consists of (i) The An- 
thems at tJie Grave; (ii) The Voice from 
Heaven and The Commendation; and (iii) 
The Prayers and Apostolic Benediction, 

2. It was usual, we have seen, in the an- 
cient Church, to conduct the body of the de- 
parted to the grave with holy hymns, fitted to 
sustain and cheer the hearts of the mourners 
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in their hour of sorrow. This custom has been 
retained by our Church, and her Burial Office 
commences with three Processional Anthems, 
of which the first and second have been used 
from very ancient times in some portion of the 
funeral service, while the third was added in 
the first Prayer-Book of Edward VI. But all 
of them, as we shall see, are eminently fitted 
for their purpose of conducting the departed 
in a spirit of faith to their last resting-place, 
and of 

quelling the embittered spirits strife 

in the breasts of loving relations and friends. 

3. The very first words, then, that break 
upon the ear, at 

the holy resting place 
Where coffins and where mourners wait\ 

are those of Him Who solaced the weeping 
sister of Lazarus when grief had nearly crushed 
her faith*. 

4. Well-nigh two thousand years have 
elapsed since the incident occurred which 
called forth these words. But they ever strike 
us with the same fresh and unimpaired force, 
and recall one of the most touching scenes 
described in the pages of the Book of Life. 

1 LjTa Innocentium: The Lick Gate, * Jn. xi. ar, 22. 

* — — ' 



4. 

32 The Order for [Ch. 

5. We seem as it were to stand outside the 
little village of Bethany. The message that 
he whom He loved was sick}- has, after a weary 
interval of four days, brought the Redeemer to 
the outskirts of the hamlet, where had lived 
and died "the one personal friend, whom He 
is recorded to have possessed on earth, outside 
the circle of His Apostles." 

6. True to her retiring disposition, one of 
the sisters, Mary, remains in the house, not 
knowing that her Lord is nigh. The more 
active Martha has heard of His approach, and 
has gone forth to meet Him. Unable to ex- 
plain the sad delay which had detained Him, 
she exclaims in tones of gentle reproach, Lord^ 
if Thou hadst been here^ my brother had not 
died*. 

7. And even now she seems to cherish the 
vague hope that some alleviation may be 
vouchsafed to her sorrow. Even now, she 
says, / know that whatsoever Thou wilt ask 
of God, God will give it Thee\ "High 
thoughts and poor thoughts of Christ mingle 
here together : — ^high thoughts, in that she 
sees Him as One Whose effectual fervent 
prayers will greatly prevail: — ^poor thoughts, 
in that she thinks of Him as obtaining by 

1 Jn. xL 3. * Jn. xl ai. » Jn. xi. 93. 
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prayer that which indeed He has by the one- 
ness of His Nature with God^" 

8. As if He would purposely try her faith, 
the Saviour replied that the longing of her 
heart should indeed be granted, for her brother 
should rise again^. But this seemed to her 
only a cold comfort s. She knew he would rise 
again at the Resurrection at the last day\ and 
her heart longed for some more immediate 
deliverance*. 

9. Having thus led up her thoughts from 
her lost brother to Himself, the Redeemer 
answered, / d!»^ the Resurrection and the Life: 
he that believeth in Me, though he have died, 
yet shall he live; attd whosoever liveth and 
believeth in Me shall never die\ 

10. Who shall ever measure the length and 
breadth and depth and height of these mar- 
vellous words? What human teacher ever 
spake with such calm, majestic self-assertion^? 
He who declared Himself to be the One Good 
Shepherd^ of the souls of men ; the Light^ of 
a darkened world ; the Living Bread ^^ that 

1 Trench, Oh the Miracles^ « Jn. xi. 25. 
p. 400. 7 Liddon's Bampton Lee- 

* In. xi. 25. tures^ ed". 5, p. 169. 

* Stier's Words of the Lord ^ Jn. x. 11, 14. 
yesuSf p. 26. • Jn. viii. 12. 

< Jn. xi. 34. W Jn. vi. 35, 48. 

* S. Aug. in Joan. Tract. 
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came down from Heaven ; the True Vine^ ; 
the Lord of the realm of Death' ; the very Fount 
and Source of Life ^ ; now proclaims Himself to 
be the Resurrection and the Life, " He that 
believeth on Me, though he have died, yet 
shall he live ; for I will raise him up at the 
Last Day ; and whosoever liveth and believeth 
on Me now, hath by faith already that which 
maketh death not to be death, and shall never 
die*.'' 

11. He, Who thus spoke, proceeded to en- 
quire of Martha, Believest thou thisf And 
she avowed her belief that He was the Christy 
the Son of God^ Who should come into the 
worldly and her faith received its reward, for 
the quickening word was uttered, and 

Lazarus left his chamel-cave^ 
And home to Mary's house returned, 

12. And wilt not thou, O mourning one, 
believe in Him too? He is the same yesterday, 



1 Jn. XV. I. See Liddon's 
Bantpton Lectures^ p. 170. 

2 J n. V. 25. 
8 "The Father hath given 

to the Son to have life in Him' 

self,'* Jn. V. a6; '^He is the 

Living One;* Rev. i. 8. "He 

, }s^rLi/e,''Co\.m.A'. "He 

T/m. vi. 16. 
* '*Here as so often in our 



Lord's words, the temporal 
death is taken no account of, 
but quite overlooked, and the 
believer in Him is contem- 
plated as already lifted above 
death, and made partaker ot 
everlasting life." Trench, On 
the Miracles^ p. 406, and see 
Stier's Word% of tht Lord ^Je- 
sttSt v\. 30. 
* Jn. xi. 27. 
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to-day, and for ever. His Ascension in thy 
glorified humanity has not severed a single 
link in the golden chain that connects Him 
with that little comer of this Universe where 
He suffered and where He died. In the highest 
Heavens He wears, not the nature of Angels, 
but of men, and having given to that nature 
the very Might, Wisdom, and Purity of Deity 
itself. He will rescue it from the bands of 
death, and raise it up at the Last Day. 

13. Very different is the period in the 
world's history to which the second Anthem^ 
carries us back. It places us in the very 
infancy of our race ; in the rude ages when 
men were trying to spell out the mystery of 
life, and groping in darkness ^tx^ feeling after 
Him\ Who is invisible. The words are the 
words of the Patriarch Job, the record of 
whose patience has gone forth into all lands. 

14. Heavier misfortunes than those which 
the Patriarch suffered have never fallen on 
any of the sons of men. Blow after blow 
descended upon him. One day he was a 
father, a prince, the lord of a numerous and 
attached household, the richest of the sons 
of the East. The next he was a childless^ 
beggared, ruined man, mt\iV\^^ ^^NlviJ^TCsax^fw ^^ 

'/obxfx. 25 — 27. * K^\s"acrCvii» 
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the black leprosy of the East upon his body : 
forsaken by his friends, and even by the wife 
of his bosom. 

15. At length three of his old acquaint- 
ances approach to comfort him. But their 
words only increase his sorrow. They affirm 
that great suffering is a proof of great gfuilt, 
and exhort hiih to confess and repent. The 
Patriarch denies that this is an adequate so- 
lution of the case. He appeals from the 
tribunal of man's opinion to a tribunal where 
sincerity shall be cleared and vindicated. He 
appeals from a world of confusion, where all 
the foundations of the earth are out of course, 
to a world where all shall be set right. He 
appeals from the dark dealings of a God, 
Whose way it is to hide Himself, to a God 
Who shall avenge his cause and set him 
right \ 

16. Straining through the mist, groping 
amidst thick darkness, he yet discerns a Light 
beyond. Though all his earthly comforts 
have failed ; though he has lost his children 
and his goods ; though he is wasted by 
disease ; tempted by his wife, and mocked 
by his friends ; though he is apparently at the 
point of death, yet his faith does not fail him. 

^ F. W. Robertson's Semiom, xst Series, p. 169. 
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Tossed about as he has been by a storm of 
hope and fear ; almost driven for a time to 
regard God as his enemy, and to sink into 
the depths of despair, yet after a long struggle 
he rises from his deep dejection, and exclaims, 
/ know that my Redeemer liveth, and that He 
shall stand at the latter day upon the earth; 
and though after my skin worms destroy this 
body ^ yet in my flesh shall I see God; Whom I 
shall see for myself and mine eyes shall behold^ 
and not another^. 

17. The word here translated Redeemer is 
one of peculiar force. It carries us back to 
the early stages of society, when the redressing 
of wrong was not a public but a private act ; 
when the next of kin stood forward on behalf 
of a murdered man or injured relative, as his 
Goelf or Avenger 2. Even so the Patriarch 
declares an Avenger will one day redress his 
wrongs and vindicate his cause. Nay, he is 
sure that his Goel is living; that He shall 
arise upon the dust ' ; and though the destruc- 
tive agencies of death may triumph over his 
body, yet from his flesh raised from the dust, 
he shall see God, and behold Him with his eyes. 

* Job xix. 25, 26, 27. • Dr Pusey*s Daniel the 

* Bp. Wordsworth's notes in Prophet^ p. 504 ; Dr Mill's 
loc. ; Smith's Bib, Diet, Art. Lent Sermons^ Cambridge 
Joh, 1845. 
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1 8, The words of the Patriarch, it has been 
said, are as those of one who is repeating his 
conviction in every possible way, and they 
sound more like a soliloquy than a conversation. 
"/ know that my Redeemer liveth ; / know 
that He will stand at the latter day upon the 
dust ; in my flesh I shall see God ; / shall see 
Him for my self j mine eyes shall behold Him ; 
yea, miney and not another's ^'^ 

19. Thus, seeing through a glass darkly, 
did the Patriarch sustain his faith while all the 
billows of God's judgments were going over 
him. But in His mercy God has given to us 
for our faith to rest upon, something far more 
distinct and sure. Through the weary centuries 
He has not remained locked up in mystery. 
A Living Person has appeared manifesting 
Deity. Taking upon Him our nature, He has 
become near of kin to us, our Goel^ our Re- 
deemer^. He has proved Himself victorious 
over death in all its stages, in the death- 
chamber, on the way to the grave, and in the 
grave itself. He has purchased for us again 
our lost inheritance with His Own Blood ; and 

1 F. W. Robertson's Ser- 20; "Thou shalt know that I 
mons^ xst series, p. 178. the Lord am thy Saviour and 

2 The very word GW/ is ap- thy Redeetnet, {Goil), the 

flied to Christ by the prophet Mighty One of jfacoby" Is. be. 

saiah; " The Rcdeenur(fioil) 16. 
shall come to Zion/' Is. lix. 



il] the Burial of the Dead, 39 

He shall appear again and quicken the mortal 
bodies of all who have departed this life in His 
holy fear, and raise them from the dust of death. 

20. The third Anthem carries us in thought 
to a still different scene. The light of Chris- 
tianity has dawned upon the world. Paul the 
aged, liberated from his first imprisonment in 
imperial Rome, has been carrying out his last 
visitation of the Churches of Asia Minor and 
of Macedonia. 

21. Writing to his dear son Timothy whom 
he had left at £phesus^,he is encouraging him 
in his arduous work of superintending the 
Church in that city. In the course of his ex- 
hortation he enforces the doctrine that godli- 
ness with contentment is great gain^, and he 
supports the duty of contentment with the re- 
flection that we brought nothing into the worlds 
and it is certain we can carry nothing out^, 

22. These words the Church will have us 
remember in our hour of sorrow. The dear 
ones we have lost, we brought them not with 
us into the world, nor may we carry them out 
from hence. Even as nought that they possessed 
on earth, riches, or land, or houses, can follow 
them to the silent tomb, so there too we must 
leave them. We must bury our dead out of our 

X Tim. i. 3.- ' 1 Tim. vi. 6. * i Tim., vi. i* 
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sight\ But if this thought only increases our 
aching sense of loss, the Church hastens to 
soothe our hearts 2. She reminds us once more 
of the Patriarch Job, on the day when oxen, and 
sheep, and camels, and servants, and his seven 
sons, and his three daughters, were all swept 
away, and he was left utterly alone. The Lord 
gave, said the tried man, and the Lord hath 
taken awayj and blessed be the Name of the 
Lord^, 

23. Though his home was desolate and his 
summer turned into winter, yet the Patriarch 
sinned not, nor charged God foolishly^. It was 
His doing. That was enough. And shall not 
we acknowledge the same too ? Those whom 
we have lost, the Lord gave them, and the 
Same Lord hath taken them away. He hath 
but called for His Own ; living or dying, they 
were His. It was this thought that sustained 
the heart of St Bernard on the death of his 
brother. " The Lord," he writes, "hath given ; 
He hath taken away. While we deplore the 

* Gen. xxiii. 4. ^ HIra to declare unto you, 

^ " Having condoled with us Trust thy departed ones with 

on the sad helplessness and Me : living and dying they 

desolation in the moment of are Mine ; I do but summon 

death, ttaturally considered, them from one room in My 

/ she jnakes haste again to con- House to'another."* Keble's 

/ sole us, 'The Lord gave/ &c. Letters^ p. vA, 
t^ if she would say, 'This is » Job \. i»\. 
message which I have of * job V. aa. 
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loss of our brother, let us not forget that he 
was given to us. Thou, O Lord, hast but 
called for Thine Own; Thou hast but taken 
that which belonged to Thee. And now my 
tears put an end to my words ; I pray Thee, 
teach me to put an end to my tears^" 

24. Thus in these three Processional An- 
thems, the Church reminds us of the three 
Graces necessary to be exercised when we 
follow to the grave those whom we have known 
and loved. The first is Faith ; the second is 
Patience ; and the third is Resignation. These 
graces are placed, it has been observed 2, in 
their proper order. For by Faith we gain 
Patience; and when Patience has had her 
perfect work, it will ripen into a spirit of Resig- 
nation ; not sullen, not cold, not unwiUiag:; but 
calm, aiffectionate, thankful ; which can in every 
thing give thanks\ and achieving the victory 
that overcometh the world, say even when the 
heart is nigh to breaking, Blessed be the Name 
of the LordK 

1 St Bernard J Op. Vol i. Common Prayer^ p. 431 

col. 1353: Monson, St Ber- ' iThesp. v.x8. 

nardj p. 34X. ^ Job. i. 23. 

a Procter, On the Book of 
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CHAPTER III. 

THE ORDER FOR THE BUF 
OF THE DEAD. 

Before the hills in order stood 

Or earth received her frante^ 
From everlasting Thou art Cody 

To endless years the Same. 
A thousand ages in Thy sight 

Are like an evening gone; 
Short as the watch that ends the 

Be/ore the rising sun. 




r* ITMSII'^ JEROME, as we ha\ 

seen, describing the f 

Fabiola, tells us that tl 

were sung aloud, and 

"echoes of the H alleluias shook tl 

roof of the church." 

2. In accordance with the custoi 
down from such remote antiquity, oi 
at the revision of the Prayer-Book 
enjoined the use of Psalms at the 
the Dead, and for this purpose sel 
Thirty-ninth and the Ninetieth Psali 

^ In so doing she did but the FiTst VxvJ^^ 
return to the iDJunctions of wardVl.uxxS' 
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3. The Thirty-ninth Psalm has been called 
"the most beautiful of all the elegies of the 
Psalter^." It is a Psalm of David, and is in- 
scribed " For Jeduthun V one of the king's choir- 
masters. The Royal Psalmist is supposed by 
some to have composed it during the sad period 
which followed the death of Absalom, when he 
gave himself up to uncontrollable sorrow, and 
refused to be comforted. Others think it was 
composed in his old age, when Adonijah, Joab 
and Abiathar rose in rebellion against him, 
and he was raised up to present Solomon to 
the people as his successor'. Whatever was 
the precise occasion of its composition, the 
Psalm, setting forth as it does the vanity of 
all earthly confidence, is eminently fitted 
to check excessive sorrow, and to attune 
the heart to hope and trust in the living 
God. 

4. The first three verses set before us the 
emotions under which it was composed. David 
hadlongpent up the deepest feelings of his heart. 
Again and again thoughts had been struggling 
within him, but he would not give them utter- 
ance. He had kept his mouth as it were with a 

1 Ewald; see Perowne, On b\ytYvesaccttft^T^Qtk^&"^"^«si^ 
fA^Pta/ffu, p. 147. X C\ir. xv. 19% x»«\. Nv\ ^^kS' 

f5eet&e£nscriptiontoPsalms x— 6. ^ . ,^ 

bai, and Ixxvu, He is proba- » Bp. >Nox^s^ox>Ccv \n Xoc. 

'i' ' 
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bridle'^. He had held his tongue and spoken 
nothing. He had kept silence while the un- 
godly were in his sight\ for he feared, lest 
while giving expression to his perplexities, he 
might let fall some words which should furnish 
the wicked with an occasion to speak evil 
against his God, or to misinterpret his com- 
plaints as a murmuring against the Most High. 

5. But his feelings refused to be restrained 
for ever. His heart was hot within him*. As 
he mused, the fire burned^ atidat last he spake 
with his tongue^ addressing himself not to 
man, but to God, and seeking amidst his per- 
plexities to cast his burden more entirely upon 
the Almighty. Lord^ he exclaims, let me know 
mine end, and the number of my days^ that I 
may be certified how long I have to liveK 
Then follows a confession of the brevity and 
vanity of life ; how man's days are but a span 
or hand-breadth^ long; how at his best estate 
he is nothing but a breath; walking to and 
fro in a shadow ; heaping up riches, and not 
knowing who shall gather them'. 

6. With the eighth verse commences a new 
division of the Psalm. Convinced of the vanity 

1 Or muzzle, as in the mar- Tcr. xx. 9. 

gin. Cf. Ps. cxli. 3 ; Jas, iii. a. * Ps. xxxix. 5. 

* Ps. xxxix. 2, 3. « Comp. Mtt. vi. a;. 

' Comp. Jobxzxii. z8, 19: « See.Lk.xii. 20 ;Ps. 
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of life, of his own personal frailty and sinful- 
ness, as also of the frailty and sinfulness of all 
men, the Psalmist turns to Him, Who is from 
all Eternity to all Eternity. What, Lord^ he 
asks, is my hopef And his reply is. Truly my 
hope is even in Thee\ Then he repeats before 
God how careful he had been not to open his 
mouth or give utterance to any hasty word, 
for he felt that his suffering was from God, 
and that it was His doing. Conscious of his 
weakness, he prays that the Most High would 
turn aside His stroke^ from him, for he was 
consumed by the blows of His Hand ; and he 
acknowledges that whensoever with rebukes God 
chastens man for sin, He makes his beauty to 
melt away, like as when a mothfretteth a gar- 
ment^, so that every man is at best but vanity, 
7, The thought how frail and transitory 
is the life of man now prompts him to still 
more earnest words. He appeals to God to 
hear his prayer. He beseeches Him to give ear 
to his cry, and not to hold His peace at his 
tears. / am a stranger with Thee, he cries ; 
a passing guest ; a sojourner^, as were all my 
fathers, as was Abraham, and the Patriarchs*, 

Ps. xxxix. 8. ^ ^ * Comp. i Chr. xxix. 15. 

^^Sce Ps. xxxviii. xi; Job ■ See Gen. xlvii. 9; Hcb I 

xitL ax. xi. 13. i 

» See Job xiii. 28. \ 




in the land which was only theirs by promise. 
Spare me, therefore^ a little^, is his petition; 
keep not Thine Eye fixed upon me in anger, 
that I may recover my strength^ before I go 
hence and be no more seen. 

8. Thus is confession of the brevity of life, 
of the transitoriness of man, and of his sin- 
fulness, entwined by the Psalmist with re- 
signation, prayer, trust, and hope. These are 
the four notes of the chord which brightens 
the sadness of this mournful Psalm. 

9. As used by our Church it closes, like all 
other Psalms, with the Gloria Patriy wherein is 
ascribed eternal praise to the Three Persons 
in the ever-blessed Trinity. For a clearer 
light has been thrown on the Christian's path 
than that which lit up the way of the saints of 
the Old Dispensation. 

10. He, Whom the Apostle John saw in 
mystic vision, seated on the Throne and be- 
fore the Crystal Sea, speaks by the voice of 
the Psalmist to the Christian mourner, "In 
the world thou shalt have tribulation. Tri- 
bulation is thine appointed lot. I Myself went 



1 See Job viL 19 ; xiv. 6. the gleam of radiance that is 

a Or •* smile again** The often seen on the face of the 

Arabic root of the original dying." Dr Pusev, quoted in 

word means a brightening after Kay On the Psalms ^ p. x 29, n 
darkness. '* It reminds one of 
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not up to joy, but first I suffered pain. But 
by suffering I was made perfect Dost thou, 
a pilgrim and a sojourner, expect to find on 
earth thy home? Here thou art but on pil- 
grimage. ThyTiome is in Heaven, and I am 
calling thee home in thine appointed time, 
even as I have called home that one for whom 
thou sorrowest." To this Voice how can the 
Qiristian mourner make reply more fitly than 
in the words of the Psalmist, And nowy Lord, 
what is my hope? Truly my hope is even in 
Thee! 

1 1. The title of the Ninetieth Psalm informs 
us that it was not composed by the sweet Psalm- 
ist of Israel, but by Moses, "the Man of God.'' 
It is at once one of the oldest of the inspired 
utterances, and one of the most sublime of 
human compositions. It carries us back to 
the age of the wanderings in the wilderness ; 
before the tribes of Israel had reached the 
Promised Land; when with the majority of 
them God was not well pleased^; and one 
after another of that generation passed away, 
till Moses alone was left. 

12. It has been called ''the funeral Psalm 
of the world," "a hymn of Eternity." Its 
undertone is one of deep sadness. The inci- 

* X Cor. X. s. \J 
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dents of the pilgrimage through the desert 
lend to it its most touching images ; — the moun- 
tain flood— the withered grass — the tale that 
is told — the night-watch of a host on the march. 

1 3. The Psalm itself may be divided into two 
parts. In the first the Hebrew Lawgiver con- 
trasts the Eternity of God with the weakness 
and transitoriness of man. In the second, he 
prays that this God, Who in spite of Israel's frail- 
ty and Israel's sin, is yet their Refuge and their 
Home, would at last satisfy His people with 
His Mercy y comfort them for the years wherein 
they had suffered adversity ^ and prosper the 
work of their hands upon them, 

14. Encamped day after day as the Israel- 
ites had been, amidst the everlasting hills, 
almost in the end of the world, far from the 
stir and confusion of earthly things, the figure 
employed by the Lawgiver at the conmience- 
ment of the Psalm has especial force. Lord^ 
he begins. Thou hast been our Refuge from 
one generation to another. Before the moun- 
tains were brought forth, or ever the earth and 
the world were made, from everlasting to 
everlasting Thou art God. The eternity of 
those mountain masses which towered aloft in 
desolate grandeur in sight of the host — what 

j was it in comparison with the Eternity of That 
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God, Who in the beginning called them into 
existence, and before they were made, or ever 
the earth and the world were formed, had 
been, is, and ever shall be, a Being with 
Whom there is no such thing as time, but all is 
one vast eternal Now ? 

15. In the presence of such a Being, what 
is man? The Breath of God turneth him to 
dust. The Voice of God calleth others into 
being. One generation passeth away and ano- 
ther Cometh^; and in the sight of God a thou- 
sand years are but as yesterday^ as a watch in 
the night\ As for man, he is but the creature 
of a day. As a sleep, as the grass of the East 
springing up in the morning and withering in 
the evening^, as a thought*, as a tale that is 
told, so he passeth away, swept as by a tor- 
rent^ down the "cataract of time. 

16. And why is he such a fleeting, transi- 
tory being? Because of his sinfulness and God's 
righteous displeasure. No misdeed of man 
can escape, no secret sin can be hidden from 
the all-seeing Eye^ of his Maker. Before His 
anger man is consumed. His days go by. His 



1 Eccl. i. 4. * See the margin at Ps, xc. 

2 Ps. xc. 4: comp. 2 Pet. 9. 
iii. 8. « Or, mountain Jlood^ Ps. 

» Ps. xc. 6. xc. 5. A 

« Ps, xc 8. Vl 
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years come to an end. What are these years, 
and what is their sum? At most, threescore and 
ten. Some, indeed, by reason of their strength, 
attain to fourscore years. But for all alike the 
strength and pride of these years is but labour 
and sorrow, so soon time passeth away, and 
man is gone. 

17. But what use would Moses make of 
these proofs of the transitoriness of man and 
the Eternity of God? Who knoweth or con- 
sidereth aright the power of God's anger and 
His wrath according to the fear that is due 
unto Him? Moses knows that God is Ever- 
lasting, and that man is frail and sinful. But 
he also knows that in spite of all, God has 
been, and still is, the Home and Refuge of 
His people ; that He is a compassionate God 
as well as a God that punisheth transgression. 
He prays therefore that this same God will 
teach him and his people so to number their 
days that they may apply their hearts unto 
wisdom ^. 

18. Compared with the mighty cycles in 
which God works, man's years and ages are 
but as moments. What can he effect? And yet 
to effect something is the almost irrepressible 

1 Literally, **So shall we dom/'SttK^.y On the Psalms, 
bring home a heart qf wis* p. 301, n. 
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wish of his heart. The Psalmist therefore 
prays that for the days to come, God Who had 
chastened His people, would now turn again 
and be gracious unto them; that He would 
satisfy them with His loving-kindness now that 
the night of sorrow was spent ; and that ac- 
cording to the daysy wherein He had afflicted 
and humbled them^. He would once more com- 
fort them and make them glad 2. Lastly, he 
prays that God would let His Word appear 
unto them, and His Majesty descend upon 
their children, that in the land of their in- 
heritance He would prosper the work of their 
hands, yea, that He would prosper their 
handywork\ 

19. Such is an outline of this Prayer of 
Moses, "the Man of God." The lapse of three 
thousand years has not made it necessary for 
us to alter a single word. What man was 
centuries ago, when the great Lawgiver led 
the tribes of Israel amidst the desolate silence 
of the desert of Sinai, that he still remains. 
The night-watch — the withered grass— the 
tale that is told — a thought — a dream — a 
vapour — all these are still but faint images of 
the life of him who cometh up and is cut down 



1 Comp. Deut. viii. a. ^ pg, xc X4, 15. 

* Ps. xc. x6, 17. 
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like a flower^ who Jleeth as it were a shadow^ 
and never cotitinueth in one stay, 

20. Nations pass ; kingdoms pass ; the 
lives of men pass; one generation passeth 
away and another cometh. But "from time 
and the slow succession of events, from the 
minutes and the hours that seem so long and 
so many, Moses would have us turn to God, 
Whose eternal Nature was as it now is even 
when the world was formed, and to Whom a 
thousand years are no more than a middle 
watch of the night is to a sound sleeper ^" 

21. God alone remains unchangeable, and 
His ever-blessed Son, in Whom alone He has 
ever manifested Himself, is the same yesterday y 
to-day y and for ever\ The lapse of ages, the 
passing of one generation after another, do 
not separate us from the Love of Him, Who 
is the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and 
the Ending. Having loved His Own which 
are ifi the world. He loveth them unto the end^j 
and in the ages to come He will not have for- 
gotten a single pure resolve, a single loving 
act, a single work of charity, done for His 
sake. The Triune God, to Whose Name the 

1 See the Archbishop of « Heb. xiii. 8. 
York's Sermons at LtncoMs ' Jn. xiii. i. 
Inftf Pi a. 
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'oria that crowns this Psalm ascribes co- 
ual and co-eternal praise, will establish our 
ndywork, even the handy work of the feeblest 
His creatures ; 

Life passeth soon : 

Death draweth near: 
Keep us, good Lord, 

Till Thou appear; 
With Thee to live. 

With Thee to die. 
With Thee to reign to Eternity! 



CHAPTER IV. 

THE ORDER FOR THE BURIAL 
OF THE DEAD. 

Wfjt Eesson* 

IV/iether it were I or they, so we preachy and so ye 

believed. 

I Cor. XV. ii. 




I* iSRS9^^ Lesson selected by the Church 

to be read at the Funeral Service 

of her children is taken from the 

Fifteenth Chapter of St Paul's 

first Epistle to the Corinthians. No other 

Chapter, indeed, could well have been selected, 

for no other contains such a full account of the 

Resurrection, or opens up to us such a glorious 

future, when death and time shall have alike 

disappeared. 

2. It has been said of the Chapter that it 
sounds more like "stately music heard in the 
stillness of the night than like an argument^." 
And yet it is an argument, and if we would 
appreciate it aright, we must separate the Chap- 
/ ter into parts, and consider t\ie\i icvviXu^XVi^^xm^ 
/ 'F.W, JJobertson's Lecturer m the CorintKians, "t. -i^V 
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on the momentous subject, of which St Paul 
is treating. 

3. And first it is of no little importance to 
notice how the Apostle sets out, how he begins 
to deal with those in the Church of Corinth, 
who, like the Sadducees of whom we read in the 
GospeP, and like the philosophers at Athens 2, 
contradicted the doctrine of the Resurrection. 

4. He does not begin with any inferences 
either from man's instinctive belief in the con- 
tinuance of his personality after death, or from 
the aspirations of the soul, or from the voice of 
universal tradition, or from the imperfections 
of our present state of being, or from the 
analogies of the natural world. He commences 
with 

i. The Historical Fact of the Resurrection of 

Jesus Chris t\ 

5. Writing from Ephesus about the year A. D. 
57, he carries his readers back to the time when 
he first visited Corinth, and when they had em- 
braced the Glad Tidings which he proclaimed. 
He recalls to their memory the very words, in 
which he had announced what he himself had 
received by direct revelation, that Christ died 



i Mtt. xxii 33. ^ Ket^xNU. -A^ 'b'^* 

' z Cor. XV. X — ao. 
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for the sins of men according to the Scriptures ; 
that He rose again on the third day : that the 
reality of His Resurrection was proved by His 
successive appearances to Cephas^; to the 
Twelve 2; to more than five hundred brethren 
at oftce^; to James*; to all the Apostles*; and 
last of all to himself, who was not meet to be 
called 2fn Apostle, because he had persecuted 
the Church of God. 

6. Nothing can be more strictly historic*. 
St Paul treats the Resurrection of our Lord 
not as a doctrine, or a hope, or an idea. He 
deals with it as a real event, which actually 
took place upon this earth, and was actually 
attested by credible witnesses, of whom the 
majority were still living. This, he declares, 
was the great fact, of which all the Apostles 
alike were witnesses. This was the founda- 
tion of the faith of the Christian Church. 

7. But if this was so, the Apostle proceeds, 
how could any undertake to say that a Resur- 
rection of the dead was impossible? He who 
denies it, must deny it in every case, and 
therefore in the case of Christ as well as of 

1 Lk. xxiv. 34. and brother of the Lord^ Gal. 

> Lk. xxiy. 36; Jn. xx. xg. i. 19, is recorded here only. 
* MtL xxviii. 16— 18. * IjV.. xxvv. so*. Kcxa\. v I 

"A 



r ' TA/s appearance to St * See "Wesxcoxx's Gos^l © 
J'^J'2c.s,thebishopofJtrvksa\smt <A« i?««ttrrection,'p. \c^ 
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the dead generally^^. But if Christ had not 
risen, the message of the Apostles and the 
faith of the Corinthians had been alike un- 
meaning. The message of the Apostles, be- 
cause then they had been guilty of falsehood, 
nay of impiety, by ascribing to God in the 
Resurrection of Christ that which was im- 
possible 2. The faith of the Corinthians , for if 
Christ never rose again from death, they were 
still in their sins\ and the pledge of the de- 
liverance from sin was lost. Nay more, all 
who had ever fallen asleep in Christ had 
perished, and they who had reposed their faith 
in Him had '*^fallen from the greatest of hopes, 
which they had purchased at the greatest of 
costs*!" 

ii. Christ the FirstfruitsK 

8. From such gloomy thoughts, from such 
utter incredibilities, the Apostle breaks off into 
words of joyous contrast and reassurance. 
The case, he affirms, does not, cannot, stand 
so^. Death has not proved himself the great 
conqueror, from whose grasp all rescue is im- 
possible. Christ IS risen from the dead, and 



* I Cor, XV. 13. * I Cor. xv. 20 — 28. 

^ I Cor. XV. 15. * iCoT. yM.ao, "^MvV.^, 

^z Cor. XV. ig; comp. Rom. now^^but as it is, as iWe 






/ * Stanley on 1 Cor. xv. 19. ikie ¥\sii«wJL\A«s«a^o*^'®=^ 



58 The Order for ' [Ch. 

that not for Himself, but as the Firstfruits of 
all those, who have fallen asleep in Him, as 
the Pledge of a long succession. 

9. As on the second day of the Passover, a 
sheaf of ripe corn was brought into the Temple 
and waved before the Lord in consecration of 
the coming harvest^, so is the Resurrection of 
our Lord an earnest of our resurrection. By 
virtue of their union with the first Adam all 
men die. By virtue of their union with the 
second Adam shall all be made alive\ None 
shall be excluded. All men shall be ransomed 
from the grave. 

10. But as in Nature "Order is Heaven's 
first law," so it will be in the Resurrection. 
Each man will rise in his own rank 3. First, 
Christ Himself, the Pledge, the Head, the 
Representative. He is risen. Next shall fol- 
low the resurrection of those thai are Chrisfs 
at His comingK Then shall be the End, when 
He shall have delivered up His mediatorial 
Kingdom to Gody even the Father^, But the 
End cannot be, till, in the words of the Psalm- 

1 See Levit. xxiii. lo, xi. pearing after their victorious 

* I Cor. XV. 21, 22. Comp. genersil/* See Stanley on x 

Rom. V. 12, 18. Cor. xv. 23; Alford in\loc.; 

«Toiy/xaTi='*/«;tf>,"as though Barrow's Sermon on the Re- 

the scene presented to the surrection. 

mind of the Apostle was that ^ Comp. x ThesStir. X3 — 17; 

of a long triumphant proces- Rev. xx. ; xxL 

jpion, ** troop after troop ap- • i Cor. xv. 24. 
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ist, He shall have put all emmies under His 
feet\ He must reign till He shall have an- 
nihilated all power of every kind, which now 
opposes His Supremacy. 

11. No enemy shall be too mighty for Him 
to subdue. Even Death', the last and mightiest 
enemy of all, shall be vanquished before Him. 
Then, not till then, shall the object of His 
present reign be fully attained, and the Son 
also Himself shall be subject unto Him that 
put all things under Him^ that God may be 
all in all\ 

iii. The Witness of the Apostle's LifeK 

12. Such is the glorious vista opened up to 
us by the Resurrection of our Lord. But if 
this Resurrection has not taken place, what 
explanation, asks the Apostle, can be given of 
the conduct of those**, who out of deep affec- 
tion for departed relatives or friends, actually 
submitted to baptism in their stead? What ex- 
planation also could be given of the Apostle's 
own life? 

1 Ps. ex. I. Comp. Acts ii. Apostle's time submitted to 

34, 35 ; Eph. i. 22; Heb. ii. 8. vicarious baptism in behalf of 

* Comp. Rom. v. 14; Rev. the dead. The Apostle does 
XX. 14. not express any approval of it. 

8 I Cor. XV. 28. He simply argues from a known 

* 1 Cor. XV. 29—34. practice. Comp. TertuU. adv. 

* 1 Cor. XV. 29. The natu- Marci<m.\.\o\Onxysxi%.Honu 
ral explanation of these diffi- xl. in x Cor. xv. 

cult words is that some in the 
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13. What was his life? A life of toil and 
suffering, of constant danger, of daily appre- 
hension of death. Was not this true? Was 
not he living day by day on the brink of 
martyrdom? Was he not always carrying 
about the dying of the Lord Jesus in his own 
body'^f The Corinthian converts, over whom he 
rejoiced as his children in the faith, who were 
his boast and crown of rejoicings could attest 
the truth of his words. They knew how his 
life was a living death. 

14. But if all this was undergone with only 
human hopes, hopes bounded "by this bank 
and shoal of time," how was he advantaged ? 
If such hopes alone sustained him, when he had 
lately fought, as with wild beasts 2, at Ephesus, 
where was his gain ? Grant that there was a 
Resurrection, and all this had a meaning. If 
it was untrue, his life was a gratuitous folly, 
^' a grand impertinence." 

15. If the dead rise not, if the present is 
all in all, the language that best became him 
and his fellow-believers was that of the sen- 
sualist. Let us eat and drink for to morrow we 
die\ By such arguments, he says, let no man 

^ s Cor. iv. 10. dangers Vie "V^a.^ vckCort^^ ^V \ 
Ijjl^ T^tf Apostle is probably Ephesus. \ 
^|fc"y metaphorically of the * lsa\. mua. n^ \ 
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be deceived. Did not the heathen proverb^ 
warn the Corinthians that good characters are 
no proof against the contaminations of sen- 
suality? ** Awake/' exclaims the Apostle, " from 
your revelry to a life of righteousness. For. 
there are some amongst you, I say it to your 
shame, who have no knowledge of God or of 
the power of God^.*' 

iv. The Analogy of the Seed^» 

1 6. Having thus dealt with the fact of the 
Resurrection itself, St Paul now proceeds to 
answer certain objections to it on the ground 
of its philosophical difficulties. HoWy enquired 
some, are the dead to be raised «/, and with 
what body do they come f 

17. In reply he refers the objector to cer- 
tain analogies in the world of Nature. And 
first he points him to the seed sown in the 
earth. The very seed, he says, which thou 
thyself sowest, is not quickened except it dieK 
Change is absolutely essential to its perfection. 
Apparent destruction is the very condition of 
its life. That which thou sowest is bare grain, 
it may chance of wheat, or of some other grain. 
Thou hidest it in the ground. It rises witb 
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Cor. XV. 33. The quotation * x Cot. "jct , -^v ^ 
taken from the "Thais" * x Cox. "sci. ^V-•^• 
ofMenaader, ^ x Cot. iw, •#>• 
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stem, and leaves, and fruit, with the body 
which God designed for it at the original 
creation of the world ^. 

1 8. It rises anew, and yet all the while it is 
no new corn. The old life of the seed re-ap- 
pears in a higher form^ And what God does 
for the seed-corn, He has done for every seed. 
For He has provided for every seed a structure, 
and an organization, according to its own pe- 
culiar type. 

V. The Endless Variety of the Creative Power 

of God\ 

19. The second Analogy in the world of 
Nature, to which the Apostle refers the ob- 
jector, is the infinite Variety of the creative 
Power of God. As our Lord replied to the 
Sadducees that they erred, not knowing the 
Scriptures, nor the power of God\ so St Paul 
bids the doubter reflect on the same Almighty 
Power. Unnumbered and illimitable are the 
things that proceed from the Hand of God. 
In His created works there is no dull uni- 
formity, but endless variety. 

20. All flesh' is not the same flesh: there 



J The tense in the orieinal » F. W. "BLoAowV-aotC^ Lcc 



* j.ne tense m me original » k. w. is.< 
points back to the Divine Law iures, p. a^a. 
tniposed at the Creation. * i Cot. xv. ^<5r- ^V 

4 M-tt. xauv. 'Jt'i. 



4, . * 

IV.] the Burial of the Dead, 63 j 

is one flesh of men, another of beasts, another 
of fishes, and another of birds. Nor do ter- 
restrial bodies exhaust His creative Power. 
There are also celestial bodies, and these have 
likewise a glory of their own. There is one 
glory of the sun, another glory of the moon, 
and another glory of the stars, for even stars 
have their distinctions, their gradations of ra- 
diance. One star differeth from arwther star 
in glory, 

21. Who shall set bounds to the extent, 
whereunto variety of organization can be 
carried ? Can we dare to say that the Power 
of God is exhausted in the ca,se of the dead ? 
Can we deny His ability to find a form fitted 
for the glorified spirit ? Are we to believe that 
His Wisdom and His Knowledge, the length 
and breadth and depth and height of which 
none can measure, are baffled by the grave? 
It cannot be. His power extends to the realm 
of Death. The body is sown in corruption. 
It will be raised in ineorruption. It is sown 
in weakness. It will be raised in power. It 
is sown a natural body. It will be raised a 
spiritual body"^, 

* 1 Cor. XV. i^»— \v \ 
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vi. The Principle of Progress^ 

22. For the Law of God's universe is a 
Law of Progress. If there be a natural body, 
there is also a spiritual body^. Even as it was 
at the original Creation, — first the lower and 
then the higher; first the earth without form 
and void, then the green herb on the upraised 
hills, then the lower forms of animal life, then 
the higher types, then man himself; — so is it 
to be hereafter. 

23. That is not first which is spiritual, but 
that which is natural. The first man was of 
the earth^, earthy, the Second Man was the 
Lord from heaven. The first Adam was made 
a living soul, the last Adam a quickening, life- 
giving, Spirit*. The one the creature; the 
other the Creator. 

24. As was the earthy, so also are men in their 
mortal state, liable to disease, decay, and death. 
As was the heavenly, so also will be the 
heavenly at the Resurrection. As in our life- 
time we bore the image of the earthy, of the 
first Adam, in all its mortal weakness and 

^ I Cor. XV. 45 — ^9. to the capacities and wants of 

3 This is the reading of the his subordinate animal soul." 

best MSS. **It is no more Alford*«/^c. 

wonderful a thing that there ^ Literally **qfdus(," sis in 

should be a body fitted to the Geti. u. 7. 

capacities and wants of man's * i Cot. xv, 4*>. Coto.^. "^ti, 

^j£hest part, his spirit, than v. 2i;v\.6^; lu.av 

there should be one fitted _-___.-— 
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humiliation, so we shall also bear^ the image of 
the heavenly y of the second Adam, Who will 
change our vile body that it may be made like 
unto His glorious Body\ 

vii. The Revelation of a Mystery^, 

25. And now the Apostle lays aside argu- 
ment, and proceeds to disclose a Mystery or 
a solemn Secret, which has been revealed to him 
by the Spirit*. Most assuredly, he continues, 
there will be this change from the lower to 
the higher, from the natural to the spiritual. 
Flesh and bloody human nature with its present 
sinful infirmities, cannot inherit the kingdom 
of Gody neither doth corruption inherit incor- 
ruction. It must undergo a change. 

26. All men will not sleep the sleep of 
death, but all will undergo a change, and this 
change, he declares, will be sudden, instanta- 
neous, in a momently in the twinkling of an 
eye, at the last trump. For a trumpet shall 
soundly and the dead shall be raised incor- 
ruptible , and we shall be changed. But when 
this glorious change shall have taken place, 

1 Some MSS. read ^*let us Thess. iv. 15. 
bear.** But see Bp. Words- 6 In a yival q>1 >axaft. -aioRSsr V 

worth's note on x Cor. xv. 49. luteVv mA\\\si\^^. > 

a Phil. Hi or 6 f\r " <mi! sKall sound o. 



PhiLUuai. 6 Or, '"'wie sKall sound 

trumpetr ^^V^k"^"^^ 
comp. X iv. x6-, "ReN. N vwv>ey— ^ 
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when this corruptible shall have clothed itself 
with incorruption, and this mortal with im- 
mortality, then shall be brought to pass the 
word which was written long ago, Death is 
swallowed up in victory^. 

27, Death, exclaims the Apostle, as though 
he realized the glorious Future he has described, 
where is thy sting^f O Gravely where is thy 
victory f The sting* of Death, wherewith it in- 
flicts its fatal wound, is Sin, and that which gives 
to sin its strength is the Law,yi?r where no Law 
is, there is no transgression^. But thanks be to 
God, Who through our Lord Jesus Christ giveth 
us the victory over alL Over the Law, for by His 
life of spotless obedience, and His satisfaction of 
all its requirements. He hath delivered us from 
the curse of the Law\ Over Sin, for upon the 
Altar of His Cross " He made a full, perfect, 
and sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction 
for the sins of the whole world''." Over Death, 
for "by His death He hath destroyed Death, 
and by His rising to life again He hath re- 
stored to us everlasting life^.'* 

1 Isai. XXV. 8. iii. ; Num. xxi. 6.^ 

2 See Hosea xiii. 14. * Comp. Rom. iv. 15 ; vii. 7. 
* Or, **Z>^/zM," which word « Gal, iii, 10, 13. ^ 

is repeated, here in some of J Eph.ii. i3;Col. i. z4;Heb. 

the best MSS. xU, 24*, i "Pel, \. \<i*, x Jn. i, 7, 
' Comp. Rev. ix. 10. The * SeetVve'PTa^T^xtl;vcfcW 

J^srure of Death as a. venomous Easter "Dav va \3tvt CoxkokoxCwsx 

serpent is namrsd. See Qeu. Service, 
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28. Thanks be to God Who giveth us the 
victory! And then the strain of triumph sud- 
denly subsides. The notes of the majestic 
music of the Apostle's words die away, and 
give place to a sober, practical exhortation. 
Therefore^ my beloved brethren^ be ye steadfast y 
unmoveable, always abounding in the work of 
the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your 
labour is not in vain in the Lord, Who is the 
Resurrection and the Life, and Whose Power 
is limited neither by the Grave, nor by Death, 
neither by things present, nor by things to 
come\ 

29. This sober exhortation, so completely 
in keeping with the practical character of the 
New Testament, closes this immortal Chapter. 
Surely a more glorious vision never dawned 
upon the eyes of any of the sons of men, than 
that which the Apostle here discloses to us! 
Surely if the humble scribe, who took down 
his words, looked up into his face as he dic- 
tated his "Gospel of the Resurrection," he 
must have seen it irradiated with more than 
mortal brightness ! Commencing his wondrous 
argument with the historical fact of the Resur- 
rection of our Lord, and t\v^ vm^x^^^-^-c^^'s.V 
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involved in the denial of it, He deals with the 
objectors to the doctrine of the Resurrection 
as our Lord did with the Sadducees. He 
traces their difficulties to their ignorance of 
the power of God. He points then to the 
analogies of Nature, to the seed-corn dying 
that it may rise again — to the infinite variety 
of the works of the Almighty — to the law 
of progress from the lower to the higher, from 
the natural to the spiritual, inscribed on the 
history of the Universe, — and then he closes 
with the revelation of a Mystery, made known 
to Him by the indwelling Spirit, respecting 
the Future that awaits the world, when, in 
a moment^ in the twinkling of an eye, the 
quick and dead shall alike be changed, when 
the last Enemy shall be destroyed, and Death 
shall be swallowed up in Victory, This is St 
Paul's Gospel. These are his Glad Tidings 
for all Christian mourners to the end of time. 
What can we say to these things f 1/ God be 
for us, who can be against us^f 

Jestts lives! No longer nonv 

Can thy terrors. Death, appal us; 

yesus lives! By this we know 
T/iou, O Grave, canst not enthral us, 

AlUluxo. \ 

Rum. vuu 3X. 

« .-k. . JIJ» - !»'■ ... III !. ' *! "^ ' " 
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CHAPTER V. 

THE ORDER FOR THE BURIAL 
OF THE DEAD. 

t!rf^e ^ntfrtnw at i^t Bx^bt, attK t^e Commtntiatiom 

Mid mourners I have stood 

And with sad eye pursued 
The coffin sinking in the graves dark shade: 

The immortal life, we know. 

Dwells there with hidden glow. 

Brightly to bum one day when sun and stars 

shall fade* 

Lyra Innocentium. 




I. HPESI^'^^^ ^^^ glorious revelation of 

St Paul respecting them that 

sleep, properly succeeds the Holy 

Communion if it is celebrated \ 

and then the Christian mourner is bidden to 

follow the body of the departed one to the very 

mouth of the grave, and preparations are made 

for laying it in the earth. 

1 For notices of a celebra- count of St Augustine's oi^n 
lion of the Holy Communion funeral by Possidius, Vit.Au' 
at funerals in early times, see guti. Laq. n\\\.c.."vv%"M!A.'^^*-'* , 

/St Augustint's zcQoyxTit of the oC Si Ats^xo^ Vj ^vcsKckc^,' 
funeral of bis mother Monica, quoted vft."^vsv^^nasDl ^ Antxqa^ 
Ctf/t/ess. ix, la: and the ac- yiu.isi. 
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2. At this point of the service, when grief, 
hitherto perhaps restrained, sometimes refuses 
to be further checked, and the hearts even of 
the most careless cannot but be deeply moved, 
the Church addresses herself in words of tender 
sympathy to the desolate and bereaved. 

3. The four soul-stirring Anthems which now 
break upon the ear are peculiar to the Burial 
Service of the English Church. Taken in 
great part from the ancient Offices^, their 
solemn strains are marvellously fitted to calm 
and soothe those who, so far as this world and 
visible things are concerned, are about to be 
finally separated, until the Great Day, from 
those they have known and loved. 

4. The first of these Anthems has been used 
from very ancient times at the Burial of the 
Dead, and is taken from the Book of Job 2, that 
portion of the Old Testament which, as we 
have seen, "peculiarly exhibits the compassion 
of the Almighty towards the most humiliating 
and repulsive forms of human misery ^Z' 

5. Man that is born of a woman^ said the 
tried Patriarch many centuries ago, hath but 
a short time to live, and is full of misery. He 
^(p//ie/h ujp and is cut down like a flower^y he 

' See Procter, p. 428. tual Counsel, "^. -ian . \ 

^Job xiv. z, 3. * Comp. Ys. c\\. 1.1. \ cCvv. "v^^ \ 

' Keble's I^etters of Spirt- 16 ; 3as. 1. xo,xx\ t^^^^^^^V \ 
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fleeth as it were a skadow\ and never continneth 
in one stay*, 

6. Whose experience does not echo these 
words? Centuries indeed have elapsed since 
they fell from the lips of the Patriarch. Empires, 
kingdoms, commonwealths, have risen, flou- 
rished and decayed. Discoveries such as Job 
never dreamt of, have been made in art, science, 
and civilization. But still man remains what 
he was in the beginning. Saint and sage, 
sophist, moralist and preacher have exhausted 
the whole storehouse of images, whereunto to 
compare the fleeting, transitory, nature of human 
life. Never, however, does the conviction come 
more truly home to us than when the body of 
one whom we have known and loved; with 
whom but a few days before we could converse ; 
whose eye and voice we can so well recall, is 
being slowly laid in its "bed of rest." 

7. The second, third and fourth Anthems are 
formed from an Antiphon which was once sung 
at Compline during a part of Lent 3. Its 
original composition, however, has been traced 
back with considerable probability to the close 
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1 Comp. 1 Chron. xxLx. 15 ; things be sett in a good ordre, 
Jas. iv. 14. and thft covcvmwvN«ca\^<i vcw ■%. \ 

s That is "state" or "final good slay e^'BibUW or d-Book^X 
' condition.'* Comp. Sir T. p. 4SS. ^ 

Alore's C/io/m, ^'When all a PtocX-w^"^. K**- 
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of the ninth century, and has been ascribed 
to Notker, a learned Benedictine of St Gall in 
Switzerland^ 

8. The story runs that once, as our great 
English poet watched the samphire-gatherers 
on the cliffs of Dover, so Notker watched 
a number of men at the peril of their lives 
rebuilding the bridge of Martinsbruck. He 
saw them toiling at their perilous work, sus- 
pended at dizzy heights, and liable at any 
moment to be precipitated many feet into the 
waters below. And as he watched them, he 
sang, "In the midst of life we are in death'*; 
and moulded his hynm to the familiar words 
found in the primitive Liturgies : — 

''Holy God: 
Holy and Mighty; 
Holy and Immortal; 
Have mercy upon us.^* 

9. Before long the words were set to mu- 
sic, and their "wailing prayerfulness" exer- 
cised a wondrous effect over the hearts of men. 
In Germany during the Middle Ages this 
Anthem was adopted as a Dirge on all sad 
and mournful occasions. Armies chanted it 

/as they went into battle, atvd it was even sup- 

/ ., ^ Daniel, TAcsaur. HyntfioU Bk. p. 291 , tv. \tv\xo^>3LtCtfKi \»\ 
/ n.j2Q, Blimt's A nnot. Prayer' Lyra Germanica.^.Vx. 
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posed to exercise miraculous powers \ In a 
German version it formed part of the Service 
for the Burial of the Dead as early as the 
thirteenth century, nor did Luther fail to own 
its spell, and he composed on it a hymn still 
very popular in his native land. 

10. No words indeed could be more appro- 
priate to a Funeral Service than those of this 
Anthem. We acknowledge therein the brevity 
and uncertainty of life, that in the midst of 
it we are in death', and that for our sins God 
is justly displeased. 

11. And yet from whom else may we seek 
for succour ? Surely from none else but that 
God, in Whom we live and move and have our 
beingK Standing up therefore before our dead, 
we pray that He, Who is the Lord most Holy, 
the Lord most Mighty, the Holy and most 
merciful Saviour, the most worthy Judge Eter- 
nal, Who knoweth the very secrets of our 
hearts, will not deliver us into the bitter pains 
of eternal death, but spare us for His Mercy's 
sake, nor suffer us at our last hour, for any 
pains of death, to fall from Him. 

1 The Synod of Cologne was noiaied P. Booky p. 217^ n. 

even obliged to forbid the peo- * Comp. "^oXi n\\, ^\ "V?»*\ 

/pie to sin^ it at all except on xxxvm. \i. \ 

51/c/i occasions as were allowed * Aclsxvu. »^. \ 

by the Bishops B limt*s An^ 
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12. These Anthems of mingled prayer and 
confession are immediately followed by the 
commendation of the deceased to the care of 
Almighty God, in Whose consecrated ground 
the body is now laid to await the Judgment 
Day. This is a ceremony of very ancient ori- 
gin, and our Church directs that it be accom- 
panied by the very striking act of casting earth 
upon the body at the moment of its commen- 
dation to Almighty God. 

13. In the beginning God formed man out 
of the dust of the ground^ and for his sin pro- 
nounced upon him the sentence, Dust thou art 
and unto dust shalt thou return\ In His 
great mercy it hath pleased Him to take unto 
Himself the soul of our departed one. To the 
care of the Almighty we therefore now com- 
mend his body, committing it to the ground, 
Earth to earthy ashes to ashes, dust to dust\ 

14. But we do not this as men who have no 
hope\ or as the heathens of old, when they 
cast dust three times upon their dead. We 
do not forget when we commit our departed to 
the grave that our Lord Jesus Christ hath ap- 

^ Gen. in. IQ, ^^^ Eccl.xii. 7; "Then shall M^</i«^ 

^ Comp. Uen, xviii. 27; retumunto the earth a&itwBs, 
'^Behold now I have taken up- and \\ve sa«\\, ^tva&. T^X3as&.>^\^* 
on me to speak unto the Lord, to God VJVio «a«^\x^ 
. n^^'cb am but i/us^an4 ashes:" » iTVies&.Vi,x-i. 

r- 
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peaxed and conquered death and brought life 
and immortality to light\ 

15. We entrust them to the cold embrace 
of earth in the sure and certain hope of the 
general Resurrection at the Last Day, when 
He Who became dead^ but now is alive for 
evermore^ shall change the fashion of the body 
of our humiliation 3. 

16. In our present low estate we bear it 
about with us subject to all the sufferings, in- 
dignities and dangers of this mortal life. But 
He shall change* it that it may be like unto 
His Own glorious Body^ even that Body 
which he wears before the Throne of God. 
And this He will do according to the mighty 
working of the power which He possesses to 
subject all things unto Himself^, a Power 
which death cannot weaken, a Power which 
decay cannot limit. 

1 7. The " sure and certain hope " which the 

1 9 Tim. i. 10. iCtit fashion of the body of our 

3 Rev. i. z8. humiliation, and fix it in the 

•P^il. iii. 21: not'* our vile ^rw of the body of His glory:'* 
Body** as in Auth. Ver. See see Lightfoot as above. 
Canon Lightfoot's note on this ^ * "This power of subjuga- 
passage, and the Excursus^on ting the human body is only 
the difference between arx^fia one manifestation of the tmi- 
and fiof^i^ p. 129 : also Keble's versal sovereientv of Christ" x 
Christian VMr, Twenty-third L\g\vtJooX. ow V\vVl. \\\. a-i.. ^tw\ 
Sunday after Trinity. the suViiecXXoxv. o1 •aS^^vsNJ^^N.'^k \ 

* The full force of the word CVucist, st^ a^c»N^» C}kk^. ^^• 
appears to be "He will change 
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' Church teaches us to express, is the hope of 
the general Resurrection, In this Article of 
the Faith we avow our belief as often as we 
say, in the words of the Apostles' Creed, " I be- 
lieve in the Resurrection of the body" and in 
those of the Nicene Creed, "I look for the Re- 
surrection of the dead." 

1 8. The Church utters over all her mem- 
bers, over all who have been incorporated into 
communion with her by Holy Baptism \ and 
who have never formally been cut off from her 
Communion, every word of comfort and ex- 
pectation which she possesses in the Treasury 
of the Book of Life for the most exemplary 
and the most devoted. 

19. Thus it is, and thus it must be. The 
Church does not exchange, in the case of any 
of her children, her words of sure and certain 
hope for anything tamer or more general. 
Shall she be wiser than her Lord, Who said, 
Let both grow together unto the harvest^? 
Shall she set herself on that Tribunal of Judg- 
ment which belongs only to Him, " to Whom 
all hearts are open, all desires known, and 

1 " The Church, assuming pending on that assumption." 
las all along in the person's Keble's Letters^ p. 225. See 
lifetime) that tYie Baptismal aVso "DtNaoi^^B. ow Uie i?^- 
blessing has not been finally vision of the Liturgjp^-^.^^fi. 
forfeited, repeats after her * TAXX, ».v. -^o. 
Lord the words of promise dc- 
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from Whom no secrets are hid"? True to the 
broad spirit of charity which runs through all 
her services, she feels it " to be better to hope 
the best than rashly to condemn ^'' any whose 
final destiny lies not with her, but with that 
Judge of all the Earth, Who must and will do 
right^> 

1 Words of the Bishops at 2 Gen. x\\\\. 25. 
the Revision in 1661. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

THE ORDER FOR THE BURIAL 
OF THE DEAD. 

There remainethi therefore, a rest to the people of God, 

Heb. iv. 9. 

Happy are the faithful deady 
BlessH who in yesus die; 
They from all their toils are freed, 
In God*s keeping safely lie. 




I* HBPBBJN D now we have reached the stage 
of the Service when the affection 
and faith even of the most de- 
voted Christian must be most 
sorely tried. He has seen the coffin descending 
slowly into the grave till it disappeared entirely 
from his sight. He has seen the earth cast 
upon it. He has heard the words falling with 
their dull, cold, weight upon his heart, ** Earth 
to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust." 

2. But at this sad and trying moment the 
Church does not leave him comfortless. To 
calm his spirit, and deepen his trust, she pro- 
reeds at this point to dww lot^ lx^\a. V'a I 
Treasury one of the most piecvou^ ol^^N^ w^^ 
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of Comfort that she possesses in the Book of 
Life. 

3. When the Apostle St John was an exile 
in lonely, sea-girt Patmos, and, carried out of 
and beyond himself by the indwelling Spirit, 
beheld visions of things which should be here- 
after, he tells us he heard a Voice from Heaven 
commanding him to record a special revelation 
for the consolation of all members of the mys- 
tical Body of Christ respecting the state of the 
departed. 

4. / heard^y he writes, a Voice out of heaven 
sayings Blessed are the dead which die in the 
Lord from henceforth'^, Vea, saitk the Spirit^ 
that^ they may rest from their labours^ and their 
works do follow them, 

5. There is something peculiarly grand* in 
such an announcement as this at the very 
mouth of the grave. In the very spot where 
all Death's spoils are strewn, in the very place 
where all his wonted trophies are set up, "the 
shroud, the mattock, and the worm," the Church 
directs that a note of triumph be sounded, that 

1 Rev. xiv. 13. mediately;** Keble's Letters^ 

s " That is, /rom the very p. aaS. 
tnoment of their departure^ or * Some MSS. read * *for they 

death. 'Blessed are the dead rest." 

/. which die in the Lord /rom * Dic^LvasoT?^ Lectures on 

f Ma/ mameni,* i.e. I suppose the Prayer-Book^^^ '^^- 
their blessedaess begins int' 

h 
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the echo of the Voice from heaven shall fall 
upon the ears of her children, which the be- 
loved disciple heard centuries ago in Patmos. 

6. Blessed are the dead which die in the 
Lordy from the very moment of their departure. 
Yetty saith the consenting Spirit, ratifying the 
blessedness proclaimed ; the Word is true and 
faithful. Blessed are they, that^ they may rest 

from their labours, and their works do follow 
them. What a deep interest are we here in- 
vited to take in the present condition of the 
departed! What a distinct idea, in one re- 
spect, is presented to us of the nature of their 
happiness'^! Let us pause for awhile to listen 
to the Voice of One stronger than death. Let 
us try to understand in some measure the true 
blessedness of the departed members of Christ's 
Body. 

7. From the moment of their death they 
are blessed. They have entered a place of 
safest keeping, a holy treasure-house, even the 
Paradise, which He, Who holds the keys of 
Hades and the Gravely once sanctified by His 
presence*. In the secret of His pavilion they 
are at rest. 

^ Compare Tyndale and rest from their labours. 
Cranmer's Versions, Blessed * KeViWs Lttters^ p. 228. 
ar^ Mr dead which hereajier * "Rev . \. \^. 
d/e /m /&- /arde, even soc sayth * Comv, \-V.. x»mx. v^, 
/^^ s^/tt'/e, thai they may 
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8. But their rest is no more the rest of 
a stone, cold and lifeless, than is His rest in 
heaven. Theirs is the rest of "wearied hu- 
manity^." The weight of the body of humilia- 
tion with all its weakness and all its sufferings 
is theirs no more. Their last sickness is over. 
Their last struggle is past. Never more shall 
they bear the tokens of coming dissolution. 
Never more shall they know nights of weariness 
and days of pain. Never more shall sharp 
agony torture them, or slow wasting consume 
them, or utter weakness prostrate them. In 
Paradise there is for them no more sorrow^ 
nor crying^ nor any more pain j for the former 
things are passed awayK They are at rest, 
and there is a great calm. 

9. Again, they rest from thieir warfare against 
Sin. In the place of safe keeping, which they 
have entered, the Evil One can no more tempt 
them, or the world any more entice them, or 
self any more betray them, or passion any 
more transport them, or the infirmities, once 
incidental to their mortal state, any more make 
them ashamed. Spiritual foes can no more 
draw near to assail them. Unseen Powers of 
evil can no more approach to wrestle with 

1 Keanawray*sCaftM/atic, p. Alford's Siait of tlie BUw«d^ 
'/A . Deadt p. 9. 

'Rev. xxt, 4. See Dean 
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them. Conflict is unknown. Sliding back is 
unknown. Swerving aside is unknown. Dan- 
ger of falling is unknown. They are at rest. 

10. Again, they rest from the power of Sin 
in themselves. What is it that most keenly 
afflicts him, who, however imperfectly, is striv- 
ing here on earth to do his Lord's will } It is 
not the open assaults of his great Adversary, 
nor sudden and overwhelming temptation. It 
is the sense of evil within him. It is the power 
of spiritual wickedness, which cleaves to every 
movement of his inner life, which stirs unholy 
thoughts, and prompts to evil tempers, and 
dulls the highest aspirations, and sullies the 
holiest acts, and mingles thoughts of self even 
with the most earnest devotion. But all this 
is now over. He that is dead is freed from 
sin\ "The sin that dwelt in him died, when 
through death he began to live." 

1 1 . Once more, they rest from their labours. 
The word here used for labour denotes in the 
original not merely exertion, but toilsome and 
exhausting exertion, "labour unto weariness V 

1 Rom. vi. 7. 1 Cor. xv. 10; Gal. iv. ix; 

2 KoTTos, from koitto), = (i) Koiro9 often in connection with 
a striking^ heating^ (2) toily /aox^os, i Thess. ii. 9 ; 2 Thess. 

^ tveartHess. "Ko'irosandKoiriau \u. 8\ a Cor. xi. 27; the latter 
lore frequently used in refer- peT>^a.^sma.TV\Tv^VftfcXft\V«Nathe 
fence to Apostolic and mims- s\de ol vVve m^ttav^eka ^\ '^aN 
fterial labours, Rom. xvi. xa; obs\SLc\e^viV\OQ.\\.\«s\a^ 
*f,^ 
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Labour in itself is a blessing, and to a vigorous 
mind and healthy body is not a burden but 
a necessity. But rest from excessive toil ; rest 
from anxious toil; rest from harassing toiP; 
rest from "labour unto weariness" — into this 
rest they have entered. He, into Whose Para- 
dise they have gone, gives them this rest. 
They are not sundered from His love or from 
His care. All that they know of rest comes to 
them from Him. 

12. Blessed^ then, are the dead which die in 
the Lord from the moment of their departure 
hence. But yet more blessed shall they be 
when the End of all things shall have come. For 
rest from suffering, for rest from conflict, for 
rest from sin, for rest from the toils of life, 
the intermediate, disembodied state of waiting, 
of meditation, of hope, possibly of growth in 
holy things, is sufficient. But He, Who is pre- 
paring a place for the faithful members of His 
Mystical Body, hath promised even a better 
thing than this state of waiting and repose. 
He will exchange it one day for a state of 
glory. Then the unclothed, disembodied, soul 
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mount ; the former alluding to fhe Epistles to the Seven 

the toil and suffering which Churchttyy. -tl. \ 

in these labours strenuously ^ See Dr. Na-w^KaxJ^ ^^^.t 

and faithfully performed are tures on the Revelation^ vv, 

involved." Abp, Trench On 110. 
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shall be clothed upoti^ with that spiritual body* ^ 
of which St Paul has already told us. 

13. What this spiritual body shall be like, 
who knoweth or who can tell ? Eye hath not 
seen, nor ear heard, neither hath it entered into 
the heart of man to conceive the things which 
God hath prepared for them that love Him\ 
But thus much at any rate we do know. It will 
possess attributes impossible in the present 
state of being. It will be incorruptible^; eter- 
nal ages will pass over it, and still it wiU not 
decay. It will be glorious; effulgent we may 
believe with unimagined degrees of beauty and 
of radiance. It will be mighty in power, with 
all its faculties infinitely increased, and possibly 
fresh faculties added, capable of unending, un- 
wearied, works of ministration, of ever-increasing 
progress and improvement^ It will be like 
unto Chrisfs glorious Body\ even that Body 
which He wears in the very highest heavens, 
and before the presence of His Father. This 
will be the Resurrection in its fulness. 

14. And lastly, the departed members of 
Christ's Body not only rest from their labours, 



i 2 Cor. V, 4. * I Cot. XY. 42, 43. 

^ I Cor. XV. 44. See above, ^ Sttl^aaa'tvjVQrf^ Pkysi' 
Chap. jV. cal Theory of AnotKer Ltjt, 
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but their works do follow them\ Their works 
of love and faith done in a lifetime here below 
do follow with them. They attend and ac- 
company them into the Place whither they are 
gone. The effects of their devout practice and 
holy obedience abide in their hearts, and work 
out their issues even in Paradise. No single 
act done, no single sacrifice made for Christ, in 
sincerity, humihty and faith, shall be forgotten 
or found to have been done in vain at the great 
Day of Reckoning. 

15. Nothing, indeed, that was ever done by 
the holiest saints that ever lived can deserve 
such a recompense. The very best service they 
ever rendered, the noblest sacrifices they ever 
made, were tinged with imperfection and need 
to be forgiven and washed in the all-availing 
Blood. Still the Voice from Heaven, which 
St John heard, standeth sure. Blessed are the 
dead which die in the Lord, and the consenting 
Spirit ratifies the announcement, Yea, they are 
blessed that they may rest from their labours, 
and their works do follow them, 

16. O thou bereaved one, will not this suffice 
to stay thy grief and strengthen thy faith? In 
the very place, where Death. 1[vas ?»^\. >a:^ \sns» 



1 Or rather wiik them, cueo- ingotitiitm.'' Ywt?oV?^I-etter&^ 
[ Aovfift /ler' a^rSv, s "attend- p, astS. 
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trophies, a Voice speaks to thee of th 
queror conquered, and of rest won, wil 
not look up and take courage? By tl 
reavement thou art in part translated a 
into the unseen world. God, Who wi 
thee home in thine own time, is sending 
treasures before thee. The law of Sacr 
embracing thee. Shall it not have its j 
work? "The life of thy Lord was a cor 
cross, an unbroken chain of suffering 
desirest thou a perpetuity of repose and 
Wilt not thou be content to persevere 
work He has assigned thee, and to ta 
tiently whatever trials He shall be p 
to send thee, and pray for grace tha 
too in thy time mayest be among the n 
of those, who die in Him and rest frov 
labours? 

^ Thomas k Kempis. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

THE ORDER FOR THE BURIAL 
OF THE DEAD. 

^t ^tBijsm anH ]SnutJiction. 

Absent from our loving Lord 
We shall not continue long; 
yoin we then with one accord 
In the newy the joyful song; 
Blessing, honour y thanks and praise. 
Triune God, we pay to Thee, 
Who in Thine abundant grace 
Givest us the victory. 




I 



'• IS^S^ ^ "^ thought and hope are carried 
upward out of the darkness of the 
grave into the pure light of God, 
and with hearts strengthened and 
sustained we are prepared to join, in accord- 
ance with ancient custom i, in the Lesser 
Litany and the Lord^s Prayer. 

2. In the Lesser Litany, standing up before 
our dead, we beseech our Heavenly Father and 
His Son Jesus Christ to have mercy upon us^ 
aad then we join in the Pra7eT,\^\i\Oa.\ka.>^<2J^ 

. ' 5ee Maskell, Mon, Rit, i. xa6; PtocXet^-ft, *;»*i' 
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for its Author any one of the Patriarchs, Pro- 
phets, or Apostles, nay not even an angel from 
heaven, but which was given to us by the Eter- 
nal Son, Who with the Holy Ghost is God and 
our Lord. 

3. "Though men," says Hooker, "should 
speak with the tongues of angels, yet words so 
pleasing to God, as those which the Son of 
God Himself hath composed, were not possi- 
ble for man to framed" And what words can 
more fitly express the inmost thoughts of the 
Christian mourner ? If at any time he scarcely 
knows what to pray for as he ought\ it is now. 
But in the Lord's Prayer, the Prayer taught 
by Him Who wept at the grave of Lazarus, 
and Who once Himself shared a human grave, 
the Spirit helpeth his infinnities\ 

4. As his Lord once prayed, O My Father^ 
,if it be possible J let this Cup pass from Me: 

nevertheless not as I will, but as Thou wilt\ 
even so the Christian mourner can pray to His 
Father in Heaven that His Will may be done 
in him and by him. If the aching heart can 
fasten on nothing else, at least it can pray for 
the grace of resignation, the grace to humble 
itself under the mighty hand of God\ to receive 

^ Hooker, £cci,P,V, xxxv.3. * ^tt. xxva. ^9- 
' Rom. viii. 26. * ^ ^^^- "*• ^' 
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and suffer that which He has ordained willing- 
ly, contentedly, aflfectionately, remembering 
that all things are ordered and appointed by 
Infinite Wisdom and Infinite Love. 

5. At the close of the Lord's Prayer there 
follow two most appropriate and touching 
prayers, one of which is called " the Collect," 
because it is formed from the Collect appointed 
in the first Prayer-Book of Edward VI. to be 
used in the Communion Office at Burials 1. 

6. Of these two Prayers the former seems 
to have respect to the whole company that 
may be gathered together at a funeral, while the 
latter is peculiarly intended to comfort and 
support the relatives and friends of the de- 
ceased. Very little, it has been observed, of 
the wording of either Prayer may be traced 
back to ancient times. But the language of 
both is peculiarly striking, and it is clear that 
at the period of the Reformation there was a 
strongly vital spirit of prayer in the Church of 
England, whose tone could well bear compari- 
son with that of the ancient Church^. 

7. In the first we begin by avowing our be- 
lief that with God " live the spirits of them 
that depart hence in the Lord," and that with 

j Troctex, p. 430. 

« Bi\xnt:sKey to the Prayer-BooKv- ^^^* 



*H- 



90 The Order for [Ch. 

Him "the souls of the faithful after they are 
delivered from the burden of the flesh are in 
joy and felicity.** These statements are borne 
out by several passages of Holy Scripture. 
Gody said our Lord to the unbelieving Saddu- 
cees, is not a God of the dead, but of the livingy 
for all live unto Him^. This day, said He to 
the penitent malefactor, thou shall be with Me 
in Paradise\ In this tabernacle of our flesh, 
writes St Paul to the Corinthians, we groan, 
being burdened; not for that we would be un- 
clothed, but clothed upon with our house^ which 
is from heaven, that mortality may be swal- 
lowed up oflife^. 

8. The spirits, then, of them that depart 
hence in the Lord are not in senseless slumber, 
but live with Him "in joy and felicity.** " Na- 
ture, indeed, suggests that they have ceased to 
live, but the testimony of truth is that they have 
only begun to live, quickened and united to the 
Sovereign of life*.** Moreover they are still our 
brethren, and we theirs. Death does not 
break up the Communion of Saints on earth 
with the saints departed, or separate them from 
the love of God, unto Whom all live^, or from 

-' Lk. XX. 38. *"Pasc«X& " TKougKU on 

/ Lk. xxui. 43' ^\^i^^ ^ 
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the love of Christ, Who does not cease to be 
their Head, because they are removed out of 
our sight. 

9. Therefore we can give thanks to Al- 
mighty God that it hath pleased Him to de- 
liver the departed one, whom we have lost, out 
of the miseries of this sinful world. Such a 
thanksgiving may seem in the first agony of 
grief too much for human hearts to utter. But 
shall not faith work patience^ ? What better 
thing could we provide for those who are with 
the Lord ? Would we have them back again 
amidst the trials of this mortal life ? Would 
we have them exchange again refreshment for 
weariness, strength for weakness, felicity for 
pain, rest in Paradise for the miseries of this 
sinful world? It cannot be. Surely it is our 
duty no less than our privilege to give thanks 
for them that their struggle is over and their 
warfare accomplished. 

10. But our Church not only bids us give 
thanks for them. She also teaches us to pray 
with them that God will be pleased, of His gra- 
cious goodness, "shortly to accomplish the 
number of His elect and to hasten His King- 
dom," His Kingdom of Gloiy, His ijetCec*. 
Kingdom, which shall IvereaSxeiXi^ esXs&JiN^^as.^ 

^ J as. I. 3 
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rhe present order of things, with all its sad- 
icss and its misery, is not to go on for ever. 
It shall one day be dosed, and the Kingdoms 
oj this -world shall become the Kin^ioms of our 
LordandofHis Christ,and He shall reigtt for 
ever and ever*. 

1 1. This is the glorious Future, for which 
all creation waits, groaning and travailing in 
pain, till it shall come. This is the manifesta- 
tion of the sons of God, for which the earnest 
expectation^ of the creature waits with patience. 
This is the glory that shall be revealed in us ', 
compared with which St Paul considered the 
sufferings of the present time not worthy of 
thought or mention*. This is the perfect con- 
summation, for which the souls under the altar 
cry with a loud voice, saying, Hoiv long, O 
Lord, Holy and True'' ? 

12. Shall not we join our prayers with those 
now in their separate state, and pray that this 
Kingdom may fully come? "Our bliss is 
theirs, and theirs is ours ; as Time fails and 
Eternity comes on, we are still drawing nearer 
to them and they to us"." The Spirit and the 

I iRey.ui.iS- ' Eom.viii. iS.or ralher « 

/ ' Roni. vii;. 10. 'Aniijtoiiii- ai to rtiuh, le comt vfon ta. 

' .fM-i^ /"niiTi the classical miM.- S«Vsiiinar.i«(«, 

Axri'i; If viatch ni with rrxt- ' B.™. ™.. 1*. 

ttrx/cAid Atad; comp. PhiL ' ^"-.''V 'i' '°- 



VII.] the Burial of the Dead, 93 

Bride pray for the Bridegroom's coming ; shall 
not we pray also, Amen, come, Lord Jesus, that 
we and all, who have departed this life in Thy 
holy fear, may have our perfect consummation 
and bliss both in body and soul in Thine eter- 
nal and everlasting glory ? 

13. The second Prayer, for reasons already 
mentioned^ is called a " Collect." The first 
part of it is founded on the Gospel 2 appointed 
in ancient times to be used at funerals when 
they took place on Sunday, the second is 
taken from the Epistle 3, which was used on 
these occasions without variation. 

14. In this Collect we address God as a 
" merciful God," and the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and we plead before Him the 
words of the Eternal Son, and of His holy 
Apostle St Paul. His blessed Son has told us 
that He is the Resurrection and the Life, and 
that whosoever liveth and believeth in Him 
shall live, though he die, and whosoever liveth 
and believeth in Him shall not die eternally j and 
the Apostle Paul has taught us not to be sorry, 
as men without hope, for them that sleep in 
Him, 

i See above, Chap. iii. § 5. ^ x1\vt&?»AN.T.->r-^'^*^^^^^ 
^ Jtt. xJ. 24-26, Annotated Prayer Book,^^ 

300, t\. 
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15. Pleading these words from the Book of 
Life meekly, as becomes frail sinners yet on 
their trial, we beseech our common Father that 
He will give us His grace that we may not for- 
feit our share in the Communion of Saints and 
that state of salvation, to which we have been 
called. We pray that He will be pleased " to 
raise us from the death of sin unto the life of 
righteousness," so that when, in our turn, we too 
depart this life, we may rest in our risen Lord, 
as our hope is he doth, whom we have laid in 
the grave. 

16. Conscious that we are still on our trial, 
still passing through our period of probation,^ 
our words are full of fear and trembling for 
ourselves, and as regards those, whbm we have 
laid to rest, our utterances are utterances " of 
sincere Hope, not of opinion, much less of ab- 
solute certainty ^ It is the condition of our 
earthly being. Higher than this we dare not 
go, even in the case of one who may appear to 
us, and to all, to have led the most saintly 
life. Lower than this, i. e. to the exclusion of 
all Hope, still less if possible, may we venture, 
knowing our Lord's Almightiness^ and Mercy, 



1 Keble's Letters, p. 231. * CoTcvyaxtJVvt^we^^oV^^ , 
See also Hooker, EccL Pol. S''^^^«^i^''^^?^''^f^^wk 
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and how He can act on the spirit of man, if so 
it please Him, in a moment of time." 

17. Nor is this alL Having thus expressed 
our hope respecting our brother or our sister 
before Him, Who alone knoweth the secrets of 
the heart, we look onwards to the final consum- 
mation of all things. We pray that at the 
general Resurrection in the Last Day, we may 
be found acceptable in God's sight, and receive 
that blessing and hear " those sweet and com- 
fortable words V' which His "well-beloved Son 
shall then pronounce to all that love and fear 
Him, saying, Come, ye blessed children of My 
Father^ receive the kingdom prepared for you 

from the foundation of the ivorld*.^ 

1 8. This humble petition we offer up through 
the One all-prevailing Name, and pray that it 
may be granted for the sake of our One Media- 
tor and Redeemer. And now the Service is 
all but over. But before we depart and leave 
our dead with God, the Church would have us 
listen ^o the Apostolic benediction. "Go," 
she seems to say to us, " for you must go to 
act in the living present, and to discharge the 
several duties, to which ye have been called. 

who declarest Thv Almi«:hty Bvn\a\o^^'«iTi«J\\^'5tt!t^»?«.v 
power most chie^y in shew- PTa.vct-"^wNi. o^^ "^^'w-ax^ "^^ 
mta mercy and pity." S\x\\\, 

'See the Order for tVic »"W\X. XTV.^N 
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Go, for you must go, and may the grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and 
the fellowship of the Holy Ghost be with you 
all evermore." 

19. Thus the Church speaks to thee, O be- 
reaved one, and be not thou afraid to say 
"Amen." Make the Benediction thine own 
by this word of humble acquiescence and meek 
entreaty^. Leave those thou lovest with Him, 
Who lent them to thee for awhile, and has 
now sent them on before thee. Leave them 
in the ground hallowed to Him, Whose is the 
earth and the fulness thereof Leave them 
with Him, Who is the Resurrection and the 
Life, and 

Then cheerly to thy work again 

With heart new braced and set^ 
To run^ untired, lov^s blessed, race. 
As meet for those, who, face to face. 
Over the grave their Lord have met*. 

* Amen s (i) So it t's, (a) So be it. 
« Keblc's Christian Year. 
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1. 



TAg God of all comfort. 
1 Cor. i. 3. 

O ALMIGHTY and 
most merciful Fa- 
ther, Who chastenest those 
whom Thou dost love, 
look down upon me, I 
beseech Thee, in this my 
hour of sorrow and dis- 
tress. Grant that the 
affliction, which it hath 
pleased Thee to bring on 
me, may lead me nearer 
to Thyself. Strengthen 
me, O Lord, that I may 
not languish in fruitless 
and unavailing sorrow, 
but meekly submit to 
Thy fatherly Hand in 
this hour of my desola- 
tion. Thou, who art the 
Father of mercies, and 

/'the God of all comfort, 
comfort me in my tribu- 



lation. Thou only canst 
give me help. Help me, 
O Father, to be calm and 
patient, for Thy dear 
Son's sake, Jesus Christ, 
our Lord. Amen. 



2. 

Lord, help me. 

Mtt. XV. 25. 

O ALMIGHTY God, 
the Protector of 
them that trust in Thee, 
I fall down before Thee 
in this my hour of sorrow. 
Thou hast taken from me 
the desire of mine eyes. 
Thou hast smitten me to 
the dust. Thou hast af- 
flicted me very sore. My 
heart fainteth within me. 
I am brought very low. ^ 

and TtV\e^. "^^^^ ^'^, 
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and comfort. Draw near 
unto me, I beseech Thee. 
Teach me to bow meekly 
to Thy will, and to take 
patiently what Thou hast 
sent. Hallow to me this 
and all other sorrows 
Thou mayest see fit to 
lay on me, and keep me 
from all murmuring and 
repining, for the sake of 
Thy blessed Son, our only 
Mediator and Advocate, 
Jesus Christ. Amen, 



In every thine sive thanks. 
1 Thess. V. 1 8. 

OAT.MIGHTYGod. 
who through Thy 
only -begotten Son Jesus 
Christ hast overcome 
death, and opened unto 
us the gate of everlasting 
life, I humbly beseech 
Thee to grant me such 
a measure of Thy grace 
that T mav perfectly and 
without all doubt believe 
in Him "^s the Resurrec- 
tion and the Life. With 
Thee do live the spirits 
of them that depart hence 
w the Lord. With Thee 
the souls of the faithful. 
a/^er they are delivered 



from the burden of the 
flesh, are in joy and feli- 
city. Help me to give 
Thee hearty thanks, for 
that it hath pleased Thee 
to deliver my beloved from 
the miseries of this sin- 
ful world. Grant that 
I may neither cast away 
my confidence in Thee, 
nor place it anjrwhere but 
in Thee. Enable me in 
the midst of this great 
bereavement to sorrow 
not as without hope, but 
to commit m3rself into 
Thy hands, as into the 
hands of a faithful Creator 
and most merciful Sa- 
viour ; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, Who 
liveth and reisrneth with 
Thee and the Holy Ghost, 
ever one God, world with- 
out end. Amen, 



/will not leave you com- 
fortless, 

Jn. xiv. 1 8, 

OLORD Jesu Christ, 
our S3rmpathising 
Saviour, Who for man 
didst bear the Agony and 

i Tvear, 1 \ie?.eeOcv TV^^, Xa \ 
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this hour of sorrow. 
Strengthen me to bear 
this sore trial patiently, 
humbly, lovingly. Send 
Thy Holy Spirit into my 
heart that I may not be 
left comfortless. In this 
my trial- may He uphold 
and comfort me. May 
He keep me from all 
murmuring and discon- 
tent, and finally lead me 
to the Life Everlasting. 
Amen, 



My soul is exceeding sor- 
rowful, 

Mk. XV. 34. 

O LORD Jesu Christ, 
"Who art touched 
with a feeling of our in- 
firmities, I offer unto 
Thee both my hours of 
gloom and of brightness, 
of depression and of joy, 
of weariness and of rest, 
of conflict and of peace. 
Through all and in all I 
would serve Thee and 
would wait for Thee, and 
love and follow Thee. 
Thou for love of us and 
for our salvation didst 
bear on Thy Sacred Heart 
an unspeakable burden of 
spirit, teach me in this 



my affliction to cling 
closer unto Thee, content 
with all that befalleth me, 
because all is Thy most 
Holy Will; Who livest 
and reignest with the 
Father and the Holy 
Ghost, ever One God, 
world without end. Amen, 

6. 

And He hearing His Cross 
went forth, 

Jn. xix, 17. 

OHOLY Lord Jesu 
Christ, Who didst 
so meekly bear Thy Cross 
along the road to Calvary, 
grant me grace to bear 
this Cross of sorrow and 
bereavement after Thee. 
Enable me to submit my- 
self to this and every 
other trial Thou mayest 
see fit to lay upon me. 
Grant that I may find 
Thy grace sufficient for 
me, and that Thy strength 
is made perfect in weak- 
ness. Good Jesu, Who 
didst bear so patiently 
Thy weight of suffering 
and of trial, make me 
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And Hebegan iobe sorrow- 
fid and "very heavy* 

Mtt. xxvi. 37. 

OJESU Christ, Who, 
when Thy Passion 
was at hand, and the 
Hour of Thy Suffering 
drew near, didst begin to 
be sorrowful and very 
heavy, taking upon Thy- 
self the infirmities of Thy 
children that Thou might- 
est comfort and support 
them in their hours of 
trial, look down upon 
me now, I beseech Thee. 
Grant that this and every 
other sorrow that I have 
borne, or may be called 
to bear, may be to Thy 
gloiy and the good of my 
soul. Of Thy pity, take 
from me all distrust of 
Thee. Strengthen and 
establish my whole soul 
in Thee, that I may never 
swerve from Thee nor 
from the way of Thy 
commandments. Help 
me so to number my days 
that I may seriously apply 
my heart whilst I* live 
Jiere, to that holy and 
venly wisdom wlucli 
in the end bring me 



to life everlasting, through 
Thy merits. Who with the 
Father and the Holy 
Ghost livest and reignest, 
One God, world without 
end. Amen. 

8. 

And he bought fine linen, 
and took Him down, 
and..daid Him in a 
sepulchre. Mk. xv. 46. 

OM O S T gracious 
Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ, Who, when 
Thou wast taken down 
from Thy Cross, didst 
will to be anointed with 
sweet unguents, to be 
wrapped in fine linen, 
and laid in another's tomb, 
grant that, as I have been 
baptized into Thy death, 
so by continual mortifying 
my corrupt affections I 
may be buried with Thee; 
and that through the 
grave, and gate of death, 
I may pass to my joyful 
resurrection, and with 
him, whom thou hast 
taken unto Thyself, and 
all those that have de- 
parted in the true faith 
of TVty holy Name, may 
be iouxv^ «jcce^\siijwfe vcl v 
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Eerfect consummation and I but believe that alt things 
liss, both in body and | work together for good 
■ 1 Thy eternal and lo ihem that love God, 
everlasting gloiy ; for Thy and so obtain the peace 
.... . -^ ^ who didst which the world canr ' 
give and the world canr 
talic away, through Jes 
Christ our Lord. Ami 

That we through paliinct 
and comfmqflUScri}- 
lurei might havt hope, 

O ALMIGHTY God, 
the Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, Who 
caused all Holy 



Likewise the Spirit also 

helpeth our infirmities. 

Rom. viii. iS. 

OHOLY Ghost the 
Comforter, Who 
proceedest from the Fa- 
ther, and wast promised 
y>y the Lord to His dis- 
ciples in their hour of 
sotMw; O Holy Spirit, 
Who helpest our infmni- 
'es and intercedest for 
s with groanii^ which 
annot be uttered; O 
Blessed Spirit of Might 
and Ghostly Strength; 
uphold my soul in this 
time of trouble, that I 
.may with patience beat 
(hat which is now laid 
uponme. Strengthen my 
weakness, sustain my 
faith, that I may not 
despise the chastening of 
the Lord, nor taint when 
1 zebaked of Him, 



fort 



:riplur 



> he f 



Thai Thou art the Lord 
of life and death and of 
all things to them per. 



TJiut tke very hairs of 



death, by Man, even Thy 

Only-begotten Sor 

also lie ResuTrcc 

.the dead: 

\ That H« 1kV»S 






102 



Prayers for the Bereaved, 



from the dead, dieth fio 
more: 

That Death hath no 
more dominion over Him: 

That in that He died^ 
He died unto sin once, 
but in that He Irveth He 
liveth unto Thee: 

That He is the Resur- 
rection and the Life : 

That if we be dead with 
Him we shall also live 
with Him : 

That He will so change 
the body of our humiHa- 
tion, that sown in corrupt 
tion, it shall be raised in 
incorruption ; sown in dis- 
honour, it shall be raised 
in glory; sown in weak- 
ness, it shall be raised in 
power; sown a natural 
body, it shall be raised a 
spiritual body: 

That in Thy house are 
many mansions: 

That Thy Ever-Blessed 
Son is gone to prepare a 
place for us: 

That in Paradise Thy 
saints do hunger no more, 
neither thirst any more: 

That Thou wilt wipe 
away all tears from their 

f^^f^s, and there shall be no 
YdMtA, neither sorrcrwy 
^O^n^t nor any more 



That eye hath not seett, 
nor ear heard, neither 
hath it entered into the 
heart of man to conceive 
the things that Thou hast 
prepared for them that 
love Thee: 

That blessed are they 
that mourn, for they shall 
be comforted: 

That they who sow in 
tears shall reap in joy : 

That, whom Thou lov- 
est. Thou chastenest, and 
scourgest every son, wTiom 
Thou receivest: 

Grant me, 
I beseech Thee, the help 
of Thy grace, that I may 
perfectly and without aU 
doubt believe what Thou 
hast thus caused to be 
written for my comfort 
and instruction, and pa- 
tiently and with thanks- 
giving submit myself to 
this and every other trial 
wherewith it shall please 
Thy gracious goodness 
to visit me, and may at 
last be received together 
with him, whom Thou 
hast taken from me, and 
with all that are near and 
dear to me, into that 
Place of Rest and Peace, 

for ^WEL ^CtoX. \aAs2tfgc«Sic^ > 
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love Thee, through Jesus 
Christ, Thme only Son, 
our Lord. Amen. 

It. 

Lord^ remember me luhen 
Thou comest into Thy 
Kingdom* 

Lk. xxiii. 42. 

OALMIGHTYGod, 
Whose nature and 
property is ever to have 
mercy and to forgive, and 
with Whom do live the 
spirits of them that de- 
part hence in peace and 
in Thy favour, I humbly 
commend to Thy con- 
tinual care and benedic- 
tion the soul of him^ 
whom Thou hast taken 
to Thyself, and of all of 
those who sleep in Thee. 
Give them spiritual re- 
freshment and enjo)rment 
of their rest and of Thy 
nearer presence. Ad- 
vance them in perfectness 
and blessedness, changing 
them from glory to glory. 
Vouchsafe unto us now 
such a measure of com* 



munion with them, as 
Thou knowest to be best 
for us. Grant to us all that 
in Thy good time we may 
be reunited with them in 
the Land of Rest, and 
finally bring them and us 
to Thy Home of Glory, 
for Jesus Christ His sake. 
Amen, 

12. 

And I beheld y attd^ lo, a 
great multitttde. 

Rev. vii. 9. 

O ALMIGHTY God, 
Who hast knit to- 
gether Thine Elect in one 
communion and fellow- 
ship, in the mystical Body 
of Thy Son Christ our 
Lord, Grant me grace 
so to follow Thy blessed 
Saints in all virtuous and 
godly living, that I may 
come to those unspeak- 
able joys, which Thou 
hast prepared for them 
that unfeignedly love 
Thee ; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen, 



♦ 



)^Sinn0* 



I. 

Surely He hath borne our 
griefs^ and carried our 
sorrows. Is. liii. 4. 

When our heads are bow- 
ed with woe. 

When our bitter tears 
o'erflow, 

When we mourn the lost, 
the dear, 

Jesu, Son of Mary, hear ! 

Thou our throbbing flesh 

hast worn, 
Thou our mortal griefs 

hast borne ; 



When the heart is sad 

within 
With the thought of all 

its sin. 
When the spirit sinks 

with fear, 
Jesu, Son of Mary, heart 

Thou the shame, the grief 

hast kno\VTi, 
Though the sins were not 

Thine own, 
Thou hast deigned their 

load to bear, 
Jesu, Son of Mary, hearl 

When the solemn death- 
bell tolls 

For our own departing 
souls, 

"Wlvexv tlie final doom is 



Thou hast shedthehuman 

tear, \ ^^^^ 

Jbsu, Son of Mary, hear \ 3e.s\3 , ^otv olUar5>^\ 
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Thoa hast bowed the Pure in heaurt JOXf ^-e 

dying head, abide. 

Thou the Blood of Life Glory to our Savioor 

hast shed, | giving. 

Thou hast filled a mortal , Alleluia! 

JESU, Son of Mary, hear! Jesus U%-es! our hearts 

know well 
Nought from us his 



2. 



love shall sever ; 



lam He that liveth, and Life, nor death, nor pow 



7vas dead; andybehold^ I 
am alive for evermore. 
Rev. i. 18. 

Jesus lives! no longer 
now 
Can thy terrors, Death, 
appal us ! 
Jesus lives! by this we 
know 
Thou, O Grave, canst 
not enthral us. 

Alleluia! 



Jesus lives! henceforth 
is death 
But the gate of life ini' 
mortal; 



ers of hell, 
Tear us from His keep- 
ing ever. 

Alleluia ! 

Jesus lives ! To Him the 
Throne 
Over all the world \% 
given; 
May we go where He \% 
gone, 
Re»t and reign witli 
Him in Heaven. 

AlleluU! 



Blessed are tfud^adwhkh 
dU in the J^rd /r((fm 
This shall calm gnr titni' ' henceforth* 1 

blingbrea^ | Kev, xiv./^ j 

^^jrlcK«m7pcir^ *^ . y^^^^^i l*^'?wr, tlwiukb, 1 
^ Alkduia! ^ ^^yri^, 

ray wt, ^ao^iu} X>^d^ , 
Jesvs liveg! for w H* X<j*llM:iif^ \ 

died, TUjw va 'V\ivwt ^&4(^&/isNet. "^ 



io6 



Hymns, 




True and faithful to thy 

Word 
Thou hast glorified Thy 

Son; 
Jesus Christ our dying 

Lord 
Has for us the victory 

won. 

Lo! the prisoner is re- 
leased, 

Lightened of his fleshly 
load, 

Where the weary are at 
rest, 

And are gathered unto 
God. 

Lo I the pain of life is past, 

All his warfare now is o'er; 

Death and hell behind 
are cast, 

Grief and sufferings are 
no more. 

Happy are the faithful 

dead. 
Blessed who in Jesus die ; 
They from all their toils 

are freed, 
In GoD*s keeping safely 

lie; 

These the Spirit hath de- 
clared 
Blest, unutterably blest ; 
Jesus is their great Re- 
ward, 
'esus is their endless \TYi\s de».T vawi \\. i^ossi- 
JRest. \ moTi^^«t^« 



Absent from our loving 
Lord 

We shall not continue 
long; 

Join we then with one ac- 
cord 

In the new, the jo3^ul 
song; 

Blessing, honour, thanks, 

and praise. 
Triune God, we pay to 

Thee; 
Who in Thine abundant 

grace 
Givest us the Victory ! 

Amen, 



The Lord hath need of 
him, S. Mk. xi. 3. 

Christ will gather in His 

own 
To the place where He is 

gone. 
Where their heart and 

treasure lie, 
Where our, life is hid on 

high. 

Day by day the Voice 

saith, "Come, 
"Enter thine eternal 

Home;" 
KsVm^iiolvi'wecan spare 
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Had He asked us, well 

we know 
We should cry, O spare 

this blow I 
Yea, with streaming tears 

should pray, 
'*LoRD, we love hinii let 

him stay." 

But the Lord doth nought 
amiss. 

And since He hath order- 
ed this, 

We have nought to do 
but still 

Rest in silence on His 
Will. 

Many a heart no longer 

here, 
Ah ! was all too inly dear ; 
Yet, O Love! *tis Thou 

dost call, 
Thou wilt be our All in all. 

Amen, 

5. 

Our light afflictiofty which 
is but for a motnent, 

2 Cor. iv, 17. 

O let him whose sorrow 
No relief can find, 

Trust in God, and borrow 
Ease for heart and 
mind. 

Where the mourner weep- 
ing 
SAecb the secret tear, 



God His watch is keep- 
ing, 
Though none else is 

near. 

God will never leave thee. 
All thy wants He 
knows ; 
Feels the pains that grieve 
thee, 
Sees thy cares and 
woes. 

Raise thine eyes to hea- 
ven. 

When thy spirits quail. 
When by tempests driven 

Heart and courage fail. 

When in grief we languish 

He will dry the tear. 
Who His children's an- 
guish 
Soothes with succour 
near. 

All our woe and sadness 
In this world below. 

Balance not the gladness 
We in heaven shall 
know. 

Jesu, Holy Saviour, 

In the realms above, 
Crown us with Thy fa- 



\ 
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The souls of the righteous 
are in the hand of God, 
and there shall no tor- 
ment touch them, 

Wis<L iii. i. 

Now the labourer's task 
is o'er, 

Now the battle-day is 
past. 

Now upon the further 
shore 

Lands the voyager at 
last; 
Father, in Thy gracious 

keeping 
Leave we now Thy ser- 
vant sleeping. 

There the tears of earth 
are dried, 

There its hidden things 
are clear ; 

There the work of life 
is tried 

By a juster Judge than 
here; 
Father, in Thy gracious 

keeping 
Leave we here Thy ser- 
vant sleeping. 

There the angels bear 
on high 
Many a strayed and 
grounded Iamb, 



Peacefully at last to lie 
In the breast of Abra- 
ham; 
Father, in Thy gracious 

keeping 
Leave we here Thy ser- 
vant sleeping. 

There the sinful souls 
that turn 

To the Cross their 
dymg eyes. 

All the Love of Christ 
shall learn 

At His feet in Para- 
dise; 
Father, in Thy gracious 

keeping 
Leave we now Thy ser- 
vant sleeping. 

There no more the 
powers of hell 

Can prevail to mar their 
peace; 

Christ the Lord shall 
guard them well. 

He Who died for their 
release ; 
Father, in Thy gracious 

keeping 
Leave we now Thy ser- 
vant sleeping. 

"Earth to earth, and 
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Leaving him to sleep 

at rest, 
Till the Resurrection 
day; 
Father, in Thy gracious 

keeping 
Lrcave we now Thy ser- 
vant sleeping. 

Amen. 

7. 

They are in peace. 

Wisd. iii, 3. 

Tender Shepherd, Thou 

hast stilled 
Now Thy little lamb's 

brief weeping ; 
Ah! how peaceful, pale, 

and mild, 
In its narrow bed His 

sleeping ; 
And no sign of anguish 

sore 
Heaves that little bosom 

more. 

In this world of care and 
pain. 
Lord, Thou wouldst 
no longer leave it ; 

To the sunny, heavenly 
plain 
Thou dost now with 
joy receive it ; 

Clothed in robes of spot- 
less white, 

Now it dwells with Thee 
in light, \ 



Ah I Lord Jesu, grant 
that we 
Where it lives may soon 
be living, 
And the lovely pastures 
see 
That its heavenly food 
are giving ; 
Then the gain of death 

we prove, 
Though Thou take what 
we most love. 

Amen, 

8. 

He hath blessed thy chil- 
dren within thee, 

Ps. cxlvii. 13. 

Loving Shepherd of the 
sheep. 
Thou hast called Thy 
lamb away. 
Safely in Thy fold to keep. 
Never more from Thee 
to stray. 

Hard as seems the parting 
sore, 
Hard as seems Thy will 
to see, 
Mine in meekness to adore 
AU Thine Hand hath 
laid on me. 

Holy Jesu, Thou hast 
• • borne 
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When Thy Soul, in an- 
guish torn, 
Sought, and sought in 
vain relief. 

In the olive-grove bowed 
down 
To the earth in agony : 
On the Cross, outstretch- 
ed, alone, 
Thou didst drain my 
cup of woe. 

Father, may Thy Will 
be done. 
Done by me in perfect- 
ness, 
That, united unto Thee, 
Mine the prize of bless- 
edness. 

Jesu, Saviour, lead Thou 
me 
Ever in Thy steps to 
tread. 
Till I lay me down in 
peace. 
And rest within my nar- 
row bed. 

Holy Spirit, Paraclete, 
Solace of my every 

pain. 
Grant to me in mercy 

sweet 



I shall go to him, but he 
shall not return to me, 
2 Sam. xii. 23. 

Let no teisirs today be shed, 
Holy is this narrow bed ; 

Alleluia ! 

Death eternal life be- 
stows, 

Open Heaven's portal 
throws; 

Alleluia! 

And no peril waits at last 
Him who now away hath 
passed ; 

Alleluia! 

Not salvation hardly won, 
Not the meed for race 
well run; 

Alleluia! 

But the pity of the Lord 
Gives His child a full re- 
ward; 

Alleluia ! 

Grants the prize without 
the course. 

Crowns without the bat- 
tle's force ; 

Alleluia ! 



God, Who loveth inno- 
cence 
Thine Eternal grace to \ HasV.es Vo V^^ H\s dar- 
gain, \ \\Vi^\^^s>R!t\ 

Amett.\ K\Sst\\aa\ 
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What need we beseech in 

prayer 
For that soul now glad 

and fair? 

Alleluia ! 

Nay, for us it prays the 
Lord, 

That this mercy He ac- 
cord; 

Alleluia ! 

Christ, when this sad life 

is done 
Join us to Thy little one ; 

Alleluia ! 

And in Thine Own tender 

love 
Bring us to the ranks 
above; 

Alleluia ! 
Amen* 

10. 

In the day-time also He led 
them with a cloudy and 
all the night through 
with a light of fire, 

Ps. Ixxviii. 15. 

Lead, kindly Light, amid 
the encircling gloom, 
Lead Thou me on ; 



The night is dark, and I 
am far from home, 
Lead Thou me on. 

Keep Thou my feet ; I do 
not ask to see 

The distant scene; one 
step enough for me. 

I was not ever thus, nor 
prayed that Thou 
Shouldst lead me on ; 
I loved to choose, and see 
my path ; but now 
Lead Uiou me on. 
I loved the garish day, 

and, spite of fears. 
Pride ruled my will : re- 
member not past years. 

So long Thy power hath 

blest me, sure it still 
Will lead me on 
O'er moor and fen, o'er 

crag and torrent, till 
The night is gone, 
And with the mom those 

angel faces smile 
Which I have loved long 

since, and lost awhile. 
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